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“He Maketh the Storm a Calm” 
By W. M. Czamanske 


ERE we the first on whom there 
burst 
A sudden storm of grief 
That made us feel how weak we are 
And tremble like a leaf? 


No, through the years men shed their 
tears, 


God’s own were oft distressed; 


They prayed for wings to fly away 
In search of peace and rest. 


~But even there they had to bear 
The taunt, “Where is thy God? 

Behold, He now is smiting you 
As with an iron rod!” 


Then from His throne God helped His 
own; 
The -mockers felt His ire; 
He broke their bows and chariots 
And burned them in the fire. 


God still is nigh to hear our cry, 
He maketh wars to cease; 
Within the city of our God 
We hear His word of peace. 


ye 
An Old Inhabitant 


Age is relative. A father of forty- 
five seems old to his children, but young 
to his own father of seventy-five. Most 
men are willing to admit that they are old 
after they are past eighty. But even a 


‘% ~ 


life-span of fourscore years seems short 
compared to that of a giant which was 
laid low in one of our northwestern 
forests not long ago. A Northern Pacific 
advertisement tells of a Douglas fir that 
was 680 years old. It stood 256 feet high 
in the forest, and was 227 years old 
when Columbus discovered America. 
Eleven carloads of lumber were taken 
from this single tree, amounting to 71,- 
542 board feet, and this was used to build 
P.T. boats, gliders, and other materiel 
of war. When one thinks of the age, 
strength, beauty, value, and endurance 
of this stately fir, he is reminded of 
Joyce Kilmer’s line, “Only God can make 
a tree.” Its age makes the longest hu- 
man life seem short. It is comforting to 
be able to say with the Psalmist, “My 
times are in thy hand.” Long life does 
not depend alone on ancestry, or en- 
vironment, or good habits of sleeping, 
eating, and exercise, or freedom from 


anxiety, or even doing the will of God. 
Some great saints have been cut off in 
early years, as David Brainerd at twen- 
ty-seven, Robert Murray McCheyne at 
twenty-nine, and Frances Ridley Haver- 
gal at forty-three. On the other hand, 
John Wesley was not taken Home until 
he was eighty-eight, having been sixty- 
five years in the ministry. On his 
eighty-second birthday he wrote these 
wise words: “Today I entered on my 
eighty-second year, and found myself 
as strong to labor, and as fit for exercise 
of body or mind, as I was forty years 
ago. I do not impute this to second 
causes, but to the Sovereign Lord of all. 
It is He who bids the sun of life stand 
still, so long as it pleaseth Him.” So 
whether our -time: bewk or let 
us spend it fdr une aid tone isk “Bo 
teach us to huntber-our dhys} that we 
may apply our hearts unto “wisdom” 
(Psa, 90:12). st 
‘ i? 
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Synagogues, Ancient and Medatn 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


lical Archaeologist the synagogues 
of Galilee were oriented toward 
the south, those below Jerusalem toward 
the north, and those east of Jordan 
toward the west. The reasom for this 
general orientation toward Jerusalem 
was the tradition that prayer should be 
directed thither. The exiles in Babylon 
apparently prayed three times a day 
before windows opened toward Jeru- 
salem: The facades of synagogues were 
abundantly supplied with window open. 
ings which permitted those inside to 
look toward the Holy City. So in the 
Talmud the injunction, “A man should 
always pray in a room which has win- 
dows,” is supported by a reférence to 
Daniel. “ 
The Ark of the Covenant was the sym- 
bol of God’s presence, but Solomon ex- 


A CCORDING to an article in the Bib- 
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Comfort for Dark Days 
“If ye have faith ... nothing 
shall be impossible unte you” 
(Matt. 17:20). 























pressly declared that God dwelt in 
Heaven. Israelites were to pray “toward 
this place” where the Ark stood, but 
to God in Heaven, His dwelling place. 
After making this general affirmation 
Solomon goes on to give seven situations 
when prayer should be made toward the 
Temple and to God in Heaven: 

In the administration of justice; 

At times of oppression by enemies; 

In failure of rain; 

In times of pestilence or blight; 

In behalf of strangers; 

For national victory in war; 

In time of national captivity. 

Seven times does he carefully discrimi- 
nate between the symbol and the reality, 
“toward this house ... in heaven” (1 
Kings 8:31-49). “Behold, the heaven and 
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; 
how much less this house that I have 
builded.” Yet the earthly symbol, the 
Ark, was to be reverenced as no other 
earthly thing. 

After the destruction of the first Tem- 
ple there was no longer a Temple Ark. 
In the synagogues were imitations con- 
taining the scrolls of the Law, as the 
Temple Ark contained the Tables of the 
Law. The Talmud affirmed that nine 
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people and the Ark constituted a syna- 
gogical quorum. The seven-branched 
candlestick stood beside the Ark, the 
elders also being seated about it. This 
is the background of the picture of Rev- 
elation 4:2-5, where the enthroned Deity 
is surrounded by elders, and seven 
lamps, the spirits of God, burning be- 
fore the throne. The seat of Moses 
(Matt. 23:2) was for the most eminent 
elder and nearest the Ark. Examples 
have been found at Tiberias and at 


Chorazin, the latter with a memorial in- ’ 


scription. 


A Greek inscription contemporary 
with the time of Christ was unearthed 
by theearchaeologist Weill in Jerusalem. 
It states how Theodotos, son of Vettenos, 
archisynagogus, or ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and son and grandson of other 
archisynagogi, constructed this syna- 
gogue for the reading of the law and 
the. teaching of the commandments, and 
built its inn, chambers, and water in- 
stallment for housing needy strangers. 
The name Vettenos seems to imply for- 
mer slavery in the Roman family of 
Vettius, with later freedom. Hence many 
think this to be “the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen” (Libertines) of Acts 6:9. 

Such memorials are not uncommon. 
“At the Jericho synagogue the mosaic 
inscription is a plea that the entire holy 
community, elders and youths, who ex- 
erted themselves and made the mosaic, 
be remembered and their names written 
in the Book of Life. At Beth Alpha it 
Was prayed that ‘the craftsmen who car- 
ried out the work, Marianos and his son 
Hanina, be held in remembrance.’ This 
inscription calls to mind the prayer of 
Nehemiah, ‘Remember me, O my God, 
concerning this, and wipe not out my 
gogd deeds that I have done for the 
house of my God, and for the offices 
thereof’ (Neh, 13:14). Professor Sukenik 
has found in these memorjal inscrip- 
tions the prototype to a prayer recited 
today in the synagogue om Sabbath 
morning.” 





The Rumanian synagogue on Riving- 
ton Street, New York, was formerly — 
more. than fifty years ago—a Protestant 
church, although the facade has been 
rebuilt and covered with Hebrew script. 
Inside there are galleries which the 
women occupy. The floor is filled with 
stocky, thick-set eastern European Jews, 
traders, one would think, most of them, 
with hats on, which gives to strangers 
the impression of irreverence not modi- 
fied by the frequent conversations going 
on contemporaneously with the. service. 





The two books mentioned in this editorial 
may be ordered from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Gartien St., Philadelphia 30. They 
are: “The New Testament,” translated into 
Yiddish by Henry Einspruch, D.D., and pub- 
lished by the Lewis J. and Harriet S. Lederer 
Foundation, 1503 E. Baltimore St., Baltimore 
31; 50 cents a copy; ‘“‘Hymns of Faith,” edited» 
and arranged by Henry Einspruch, D.D., $1.50, 


-questionably beautiful. 
beautiful bécause I cannot say good... 
i 
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Here and there are noticeable black and 
white praying shawls similar to those of 
the rabbis up front. These last stand 
with back to the people, chanting and 
bowing. Now and then come responses 
from the worshipers on the floor which 
sound not unlike the cries of brokers 
on a stock exchange. All have Hebrew 
prayer books. The rabbis carry about 
the Torah, or Law, in wooden cases top- 
ped with gold crowns to denote the 
Law’s royal status (Heine called thé 
Torah the Jews’ portable fatherland !) 
These they manipulate for some undis- 
cernible reason. The traditions of men 
certainly prevail here. Opposite the 
church is a little shop for the sale of 
religious articles, among them charms 
to wear on the body. 


At the museum of the Jewish Theolog- 
ical Seminary on upper Broadway one 
sees many such amulets, some to pro- 
tect from the evil eye, others with the 
inscription Shaddai, a third with the 
names of the four rivers of Paradise. 
There are also necromantic bowls to 
keep away evil spirits. Here, too, are 
carriers for the roll of the Law, some 
of beautiful gold workmanship; and 
Passover cups, one especially marked 
for Elijah; and shofars, or rams’ horns, 
used in old Palestine to transmit mes- 
sages from hilltop to hilltop, or to an- 
nounce the new moon. Light holders 
for “the Feast of the Dedication” appear 
in great variety of ornamentation, among 
them pocket lights for travelers, and 
the Hannukah Iamp used in the family 
of Jacob Schiff, the financier, with enam- 
eled illustrations from the Old Testa- 
ment. In the old days it was customary 
to bring worn-out books to the syna- 
gogue and, when a sufficient number 
were collected, to give them a solemn 
burial. In the old Cairo synagogue such 
an accumulation of manuscripts came 
down from very early times and lay 
forgotten until Dr. Solomon Schechter 
unearthed them. The Wisdom of the 
Son of Sirach in its earliest form was 
among the treasures here laid bare. 
Some of the manuscripts are in this 
New York seminary. 


OTHER JEWISH NOTES 

Dr. Henry Einspruch of Baltimore is a 
Hebrew-Christian missionary of . the 
Lutheran Church, who not only trans- 
lated the New Testament inte Yiddish, 
but learned the printer’s art, donned the 
leather apron, and set the type for his 
translation. He must be gratified by the 
tribute to it written by the well-known 
Yiddish poet and essayist, Melech Rav- 
itch. Mr. Ravitch calls attention to the 
happy coincidence of this translation of 
the New Testament appearing directly 
after the publication of Yehoash’s poetic 
and scholarly Yiddish translation of the 
Old. “We do not exactly know who this 
Dr. Einspruch is, but his work is un- 
I. underscore 
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about a Christian publication (1). One 
feels that the translator is master of 
the finest nuances of the folk language. 
In comparison with previous translations 
of the New Testament into Yiddish this 


‘is truly a master work. If we discount 


the missionary purpose of the book then 
we have a beautiful enrichment of Yid- 
dish literature.” 

He then calls attention to the fact 
that for sixty generations the New Tes- 
tament has béen a sealed book to the 
Jews, “truly a pity, for to some 700 mii- 
lion people this is the most sacred book 
in the world. . . . One must immexse 
himself in it. Only then can its beauty 


(Continued on page 189) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Wine and the Lord's Supper 


In your issue of January 5, I note 
your interesting article under the above 
caption. My andfather, the Rev. 
George Whitefield Samson, A.B., D.D., 
LL.D., a_ distinguished Baptist minis- 
ter, theologian, and critic, and presi- 
dent of the George ‘Washington Uni- 
versity, 1859-71, was the author of a 
most illuminating book, “Divine Law 
as to Wines.” In this work, written 
after a year and a half of study and 
exploration in southern Europe, he 
proves by careful analysis and numer- 
ous facts that “the fruit of the vine” 
was the pure unfermented wine. This 
work is entirely in accord with the 

osition you take in your article— 

ony Whitefield Samson, Washington, 
D. C. 


Mr. Samson referred to the “Open Let- 
ter” in the Tres for January 5, in which 
a quotation was made from the booklet 
by Ernest Gordon, “Christ, the Apostles, 
and Wine” (Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia 30; 25 
cents). To an inquiry from the Editors 
as to whether his grandfather’s book is 
still in print, Mr. Samson replied as 
follows: 


In reference to the book, “Divine 
Law as to Wines,” by my grandfather, 
would advise that I do not know where 
a-copy could be obtained now, as it 
is out of print. a 

Inquiry might be made in Philadel- 
phia in some of the secondhand book- 
stores (some of these establishments 
specialize in religious books). 

A copy is of course available in the 
Congressional Library, where it could 
be consulted. My copy on outside 
front cover reads: “The Latest Plea 
for a ‘Communion Wine... . Third 
Supplement to ‘Divine Law as to 
Wines,’ being a pomeneee Commentary 
on Bible Wines, and reply to all 
critics, by Dr. G. W. Samson, President, 
1859-71, George Washington Univer- 
sity; President, 1871-86, Rutgers Fe- 
male College, New York City; Printed 
by J. B. Lippincott Co.” 

You will note from the above that 
‘the first mentioned book, “Divine Law 
as to Wines,” was followed by three 
o lements. This third Soy 

ges, so you may ow the 
exhmustive and ing method of 
the treatment the subject. 
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War-Torn France 






A testimony to God's guidance and care 


“One by One” Band dates back 

to an incident in my childhood 
when the founder of the Band, Mr. 
Thomas Hogben, was paying a short 
visit to my parents. My father, who 
was a naval officer, was stationed at 
Chatham. He had been recently con- 
verted, and had invited this well-known 
evangelist to our home. The day that 
Mr. Hogbeén was leaving us he suggested 
that I should take him round the garden, 
and during this walk he asked me if I 
had accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
my personal Saviour. I was not able to 
reply in the affirmative, so he gave me 
a little decision card, asking me to pray 
about the matter and fill it in when I 
had made the great decision. 

It was not very long after this that 
my father was appointed Divisional Of- 
ficer of Coastguard in County Cork; and 
it was three years later, in that pic- 
turesque little seaport of Kinsale, that 
I accepted Christ and consequently filled 
in the card. Shortly after, I joined the 
Schoolgirls’ Branch of the “One by One” 
Band, little knowing how closely I 
should be associated with the movement 
in the coming years. 

This is how it came about. After a 
bad breakdown following on the Great 
War, my parents and I went over to 
France, where I received great blessing 
through a Swiss lady, who was the head 
of a well-known evangelistic. mission at 
Le Havre. I realized for the first time 
the full meaning of the word, “Ye are 
not your own... for ye are bought 
with a price,” and also the deeper teach- 
ing of sanctification by faith, and, as I 
yielded my life fully to the Lord, mv 
tired body became wonderfully healed, 
and I felt that I owed much to France, 
the scene of this new vision that had 
transformed my whole outlook, 


My Cail to Service 


We crossed back to England to stay 
with my uncle, who was Chief Royal 
Engineer at Portsmouth. One night, 
while staying with him, after my usual 
time of prayer for France, I went to bed, 
and, though I am not a visionary per- 
son, I had a remarkable dream in which 
it seemed to be most clearly shown to 
me that France was to be my future 
call for evangelism, and, as I woke, a 
voice very distinctly told me to write to 
the secretary of the “One by One” Band 
and offer myself for work in France. 
The answer came back that at head- 
quarters very definite prayer had been 
going up for someone to volunteer as 


M: EARLIEST experience of the 


erman concentration camps 
| By RUTH SALWEY 


Miss Ruth Salwey has been for some 
years the secretary of the “One by 
One” Band in France. The Band is 
an international union of Christians 
who, are joined together for the pur- . 
pose of instruction, encouragement, 
and united prayer in personal soul- 
winning. This is the first of a series 
of three articles, written at the re- 
quest of the Editors, by Miss Salwey, 
telling of some of the clear guidance 
that God gave her during the dark 
years of the war,-and how He used 
per in leading others to Christ. The 
general secretaries of the “One by 
One” Band are Lieut.-Commander 
and Mrs. J. O. Elliot, Sheep Drove, 
Laambourn, near Newbury, Berks., 
England. 
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secretary for that country. This was 
indeed the seal; and in 1922 I began 
work in France, starting with a small 
band of earnest Breton converts in Le 
Havre. This was the commencement 
of what developed into a much larger 
work, with centers in various parts of 
the country and a headquarters in Paris. 

So it went on until war broke out 
again. At that time we were in Eng- 
land. For about six weeks we were 
deeply concerned as to God’s plan for 
us for the future, whether we should 
remain quietly in our own 'land,or 
whether we should return to that part 
of the mission field to which God had 
called us. We were finally unanimous 
that the Lord was leading us back to 
Paris, and we returned one week. be- 
fore Christmas in 1939. 

In May, 1940, the Continent was al- 
ready transformed into a furnace of con- 
fusion, battle, and chaos. We tried by 
every possible means to get back to 
England, but without success. The mili- 
tary exit permit was given to us only 
the night before the last train left from 
Paris. Ten thousand people stood for 
fourteen hours outside the Gare Mont 
Parnasse waiting to board that train; 
but the Lord’s ways are not our ways, 
neither are His thoughts our thoughts. 
How plainly we understood why it was 
utterly’ impossible for us to take. that 
train when we heard that the few Eng- 
lish who had managed to make the jour- 
ney were taken prisoner almost at once 
by the Germans in Brittany, as the last 
boat never left St. Malo! 

And now I would like very briefly to 
pass in review some of the headlines of 
great moments in our lives of exile, and 
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ofttimes tragedy, across there in that 
bleeding, mutilated France that held us 
captive during the whole period of Nazi 
terror. In doing so, I am quoting from 
an article which appeared in the April, 
1945, issue of the “One by One” Band 
quarterly magazine. 

These headlines I should like to term 
“Beacon Lights” in that black night of 
suffering, for they were beacon lights 
that shone out from God’s Word, and 
gave us courage to go forward with our 


frail hands in the strong, eternal hands~ 


of God. 

My first “Beacon Light” shone with 
unearthly brilliance across our stornfy 
sea on the night of Wednesday, the 13th 
of May, 1940, as I lay in my bed listen- 
ing to the German heavy artillery 
pounding the outer belt of Paris, as the 
victorious German Army marched upon 
us. Paris was to be declared an open 
city, but the last flicker of defense was 


being put up. 1) a) purer ¥\ 
speaking of the|grim fel ty that awfited ‘ 


us all—in a few hours we were to wit- i 


ness the triumphal entry of the German . 
Army into Paris; we were to be prisoners 
of*Nazi Germany. . 9 

We had a beloved old friend, Miss 
Hilda Christie (retired missionary of the 
Church of England Misgion to: J¢wa),. 
who had come to stay with us’ in th 
previous month, and had subsequenti 
got “blocked” with us in Paris after the 
collapse of France, and as I lay listen- 
ing to the dull, deadening roar of the 
German guns my heart almost broke 
with grief, knowing that my three dear 
ones were to be the victims of this com- 
ing terror. My whole night was spent 
in weeping for them. 


Why We Could Not Return Home 


Next day I told “Christopher” (as we 
all called our old friend, Miss Christie) 
of my grief, and she said to me, with 
eyes that were serene and calm, “The 
Lord has given me this assurance, that 
He has left us here as witnesses. This 
is His message,” and she passed me a 
leaflet, upon which was written, “Be 
thou there until I bring thee word” 
(Matt. 2:13). 
for some great reason; souls had to be 
reached and won, strengthened and 
helped, and we were to be His emis- 
saries in this. 

Oh! how gloriously true was the mes- 
sage, as we proved when later, pen- 
ned into a German concentration camp 
by the inexorability of barbed wire, we 
were able, each one of us, to reach heart- 
broken men and women—our fellow 
prisoners — whom we could never have 
reached had we not been there, just 
there until He brought us word of lib- 
eration. 

My second “Beacon Light” came shin- 
ing across the pitchy black of the morn- 
ing of December 5, 1940, when we four 
were arrested and taken prisoners by 
order of Germany, and, after two hours 
in the cells of the “Mairie” of our quar- 


We had to be in France, 
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ter of Paris, were conveyed in a prison 
van to the Gare de Est. Dragging my 
heavy baggage along the platform, plus 
the baggage of poor Miss Christie, who 
was almost fainting with her bad heart, 
I was feeling myself at breaking point, 
till I remembered that verse from the 
Philippian Epistle, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). I claimed that promise, as 
I nearly stumbled and fell under the 
weight of my baggage, and suddenly 
became _aware that divine arms were 
holding me up and Someone very near 
was carrying those burdens for me; I 
no longer felt the weight at all, and 
lifted them all into the train with com- 
parative ease. He was bearing the load 
for me! . 

My third “Beacon Light” shone with 
especial brilliance when we were hurry- 
ing through the east of France in the 
train conveying us to our future “home” 
—a Nazi concentration cimp. By an act 
of really specialized German brutality we 
had been separated after our two hours’ 
sojourn in the cells to which I alluded, 
and I hati to face the cruelty of the long 
and tragic journey, not knowing where 
my beloved parents. were, nor yet 
whether I should ever see them again. 

Seeing me broken by the thought of 
this uncertainty, at about midnight on 
December 5 my dear Christopher, real- 
izing my state of grief, took hold of my 
hands and said,““We never read our 
‘Daily Light’ before we left; let us read 
it!” Then, in glowing letters we saw; 
“He knoweth the way that I take: when 
he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold” (Job 23:10). And, as though a 
floodlight of glory and hope filled» my 
soul, I took hold of that promise and 
virtually made it mine, and oh! the 
peace and calm that filled me after I 
had passed over to Him all my terrors 
and fears. 

My fourth “Beacon Light” is a spe- 
cially sacred one. My dearly beloved 
mother had received her call to higher 
service two years after our liberation 
_ from prison, and was already on her 
way to meet the King of kings. When 
the doctor had given up every vestige 
of hope a few days before she left us, 
I opened my Bible and, utterly heart- 
broken, I read these words: “Neither 
will I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord 
my God of. that which doth cost me 
nothing” (2 Sam. 24:24). All my vain, 
even rebellious, “Whys?” were silenced, 
and even my temptation to be bitter of 
soul- because the France I had loved, to 
which I had brought her back, had trap- 
ped her and indirectly killed her — even 
that temptation to bitterness was stilled, 
as a great beacon light arose in the dark- 
ness and showed me that all I could 
do now was to offer to the Lord the 
dearest love of my life upon the altar 
of sacrifice, for the extension of His 
Kingdom. And I understood, mysteri- 
ously, that my darling in coming back 
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so bravely to this harassed France was 
to pay the greatest contribution of ‘her 
life to the spiritual needs of this land. 
The wonderful triumphal note of her 
funeral, and the many souls that were 
brought near to God through her lovely 
life, indeed made this fourth text my 
greatest beacon light of all. 

I feel that some allusion must also 
be made to the Home Call of dear Miss 
Christie, who departed to be “with 
Christ; which is far better” exactly one 
year before my beloved mother left us. 
She, like my mother, had a most tri- 
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umphal entry into the abundant life, 
and both these valiant souls, who were 
also keen “One by One” members, left 
ringing testimonies behind them. Their 
courage and love of Christ had been 
markedly noticed in the concentration 
camp. } 

In a further article it will be a great 
joy to me to tell the readers of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL’ TIMEs something of the glo- 
rious privilege that was mine of serv- 
ing the living Christ in those terrible 
surroundings. 


(To be continued) 


IV. Scientists Who Reject Evolution 
All knees “have not bowed unto Baal” 


| 
By DOUGLAS DEWAR, B.A., F.Z.S. 


This is the last article in the series, “Recent Literature 
Concerning Evolution.” 


N CONCLUSION, I will notice some 

recent writings by zoologists who re- 
ject the evolution theory. I have al- 
ready mentioned that I have written a 
reply to Dr. Morley Davies’ book. This 
reply is entitled, “More Difficulties of 
the Evolution Theory,” and was pub- 
lished in 1938. In it I have dealt with 
all the cases of evolution cited by Davies. 
These are all of change within the family 
— there is no evidence showing that one 
family has been changed into another 
family, and a fortiori any greater change, 
such as the origin of a new order. Most 
of the changes within the family, cited 
by Davies, occur in groups of animals 
that were dying out, and seem to have 
been abnormalities that arose in these 
animals in the course of their efforts 
to cope with conditions that became in- 
creasingly unfavorable. 
_ I have also set forth a number of fur- 
ther difficulties of the evolution theory. 
I may here mention that, in 1944, a sec- 
ond edition of my little book, “A Chal- 
lenge to Evolutionists,” appeared. This 
contains my part of a debate with Mr. 
Joseph McCabe. Although a verbatim 
report was made by a reporter nomi- 
nated by Mr. McCabe, he refused to 
allow his part of the debate to be pub- 
lished, on the ground that he had been 
badly reported! The debate took place 
eight years ago, so there has been time 
to reply to the points I made, but no 
reply has been made. These points 
were: evolution has not been verified 
Ly experiment, it postulates impossible 
transformations, the’ fossils are against 
the theory, as is the fact that no nascent 
organ is known in any animal. 

In the year 1937, the fifth volume of 
the “Encyclopédie Francaise” appeared. 
It deals with biology, and the articles 
it contains are written by first-class bi- 
ologists. The editor is the geologist Paul 
Lemoine, director of the National Mu- 


seum of Natural History. In his intro- 
duction to the volume he writes: 

“At the present time, eyery naturalist 
and every biologist describes himself as 
a convinced evolutionist, and consider- 
able efforts have been made of late years 
in all countries to bring to light the vari- 
ous factors of evolution; prolonged and 
costly experiments have been made to 
this end .. . and the best qualified of 
the savants who have conducted them 
have stated their points of view in this 
volume ... but I, as a geologist, placed 
above the battle and seeing things with 
the backing of geological time, which is 
immense, have not completed this read- 
ing without a certain deception. . . . I 
will indicate it in a word and return 
to it at the end of this volume. There 
you will see how, in my opinion, this 
volume of the Encyclopedia, which, it 
seemed to me, should have assured the 
triumph of the theories of evolutionists, 
seem to me, on the contrary, to sound 
their death knell.” 

Lemoine concludes this volume with 
an essay called “What is the Value of 
the Theories of Evolution?” Here is his 
verdict: 

“This exposition shows that the the- 
ory of evolution is impossible. In real- 
ity, despite appearances, no one any 
longer believes it, and one speaks, with- 
out attaching any importance to it, of 
evolution to signify linkage—or more 
evolved, less evolved, in the sense of 
more perfected or less perfected, be- 
cause it is the conventional language, 
admitted and almost obligatory in the 
scientific world. Evolution is a kind of 
dogma in which the priests no longer 
believe, but which they maintain for 
their people.” 

Lemoine, of course, is speaking of 
France, where Darwin never exercised 
the influence he did in’ England, the 
U. S. A. and Germany. The present 
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disbelief of evolution in France is largely 
the result of the work of that great 
zoologist, Louis Vialleton, who ‘ied in 
1929. Vialleton’s “L’Origine des Etres 
vivants. L’Illusion transformiste,” which 
appeared just before his death and wen‘ 


through nineteen editions in two years, - 


is now being translated into English, and 
I hope it will be published next year. 

In 1938, a follower of Vialleton, J. Le- 
févre, director of the Laboratory of Bio- 
genetics, in Paris, brought out his “Man- 
uel Critique de Biologie,” in which he 
criticises evolution as severely as Le- 
moine does. He writes: 

“A gradual transformation of a steam 
engine into an electric motor is incon- 
ceivable; even more inconceivable is the 
transformation of a swallow into a bat. 
Placed between the two equilibria of 
bird and bat, having lost the first and 
not yet acquired the second, the inter- 
mediate creature would be imaginary” 
(p. 37). Again, “A species is not and 
can never have been something fluctu- 
ating and indeterminate, not belonging 
to any family, to any order, to any class, 
to any phylum, but capable of perfect- 
ing itself to attain these attributes by 
evolving into all the actual and future 
living forms.” 

The Belgian zoologist, « Maurice 
Thomas, is as strongly opposed to the 
theory of evolution as are Lemoine and 
Lefévre. I have not been able to pro- 
cure a copy of his book, “Le Transform- 
ism contre la Science,” but I have read 
a paper of his, “Paleontolgie des Arach- 
néides” (spiders, scorpions, and the like), 
which appeared in the Revue des Ques- 
tions scientifiques (1940, p. 33), in which 
he pulls to pieces the notion that all the 
members of this group are derived from 
a common ancestor. This class of ani- 
mals has undergone no evolution since 
its earliest fossils occur. 

T. H. Savory, who is an evolutionist, 
writes (“The Arachnida,” 1935, p. 156): 
“The study of fossil Arachnida leads to 
the conclusion that the hypotheses of an 
evolution taking place by slow, succes- 
sive degrees, is simply not in accordance 
with the facts.” 

Maurice Thomas writes caustically of 
the pedigrees drawn up by evolutionists, 
remarking that, when one is a trans- 
formist, one has to find an ancestor for 
every animal, even if it be a beast of 
the Apocalypse! “The whole animal 
world,” he writes, “rises up against the 
transformist concept.” 

Dr. R. McNair Wilson, in his book, “The 
Witness of Science” (1942), attacks evo- 
lution from the angle of a medical man. 
The book is written in the form of ‘let- 
ters to his children. “The doctrine of 
evolution,” he writes, “assumes the spon- 
taneous generation of life and asserts the 
spontaneous generation of both types and 
traits.” But all recent advances in pre- 
ventive medicine are based on the as- 
sumption that “types in all circumstances 
breed true, and there is no such thing 
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as the spontaneous generation of a type, 
whether directly or by the mutation of 
some other type.” He writes well about 
instincts. He reminds his children how 
the mother rabbit they kept made her 
aes for her prospective offspring and 
sned it with fur plucked from her own 
vody. “It is simply childish to suggest 
that this exhibition of instinctive knowl- 
edge was the product of some neuro- 
muscular or chemical change in the rab- 
bit’s body. . . . It seems to me that we 
must look to Intelligence, acting outside 
of the creature, for the explanation of 
instinct” (p. 22). 

In recent years a number of articles 
attacking the evolution theory have oc- 
curred in The XIX Century and After, 
one of the leading English monthlies; 
e.g., “Julian Huxley and the Religion 
of Progress,” by the editor (March, 
1943); “Darwinism,” and “Joseph Need- 
ham and the ‘Regnum Dei,’” by L. M. 
Davies; “Science and the B.B.C.,” “Ob- 
sessions of Biologists,” and “More Ob- 
sessions of Biologists,” by Davies and 
myself; and “Animal Colouration: Facts 
and Fancies,” and “The Man from Mon- 
key Myth,” by myself (all since March, 
1943). In the last of these papers I have 
shown that none of man’s ancestors can 
have possessed (1) a hairy coat to which 
the young could cling, thus allowing the 
mother full use of all four limbs for 
locomotion, (2) quadruped gait, (3) an 
opposable great toe. 

Several papers criticising evolution 
have lately appeared in the Transac- 
tions of the Victoria Institute, including, 
“What the Animal Fossils Tell Us” 
(1942); and, “Current Theories of the 
Origin of the Living World” (1945), by 
myself; and two outstanding papers 
(Gunning prize essays) on, “Evolution 
and Entropy,” by R. E. D. Clark (1944), 
and E. H. Betts (1945). 

Clark points out that the concept vf 
evolution is diametrically opposed to 
that of entropy, which governs all the 
other sciences, i.e., the concept that the 
universe, like a wound-up clock, is run- 
ning down. He shows that not only has 
the law of entropy been vindicated again 
and again in every science, but scientific 
workers of the day almost invariably 
assume the law in their work, though 


‘they do not always notice the fact. Most 


modern advances in biology have been 
based on the law of entropy; Dollo’s law, 
for example, that no organ that has dis- 
appeared has ever reappeared, no re- 
duced organ has ever regained its orig- 
inal importance. “The more carefully 
the matter is considered,” writes Clark, 
“the clearer does it become that the 
theory of evolution of highly organized 
organisms from simple ones violates the 
fundamental principle of science.” 


E. H. Betts, whose paper has been re- 
printed in the School Science Review 
for February, 1945, shows how biologists 
try to overcome the entropy difficulty. 
He writes, “In this attempt at evasion 
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of the full implications of the law of 
entropy, we see evolution and entropy 
in complete opposition. The theory of a 
fortuitous origin of the universe is evo- 
lution in its quintessence. Creation by 
God at some date in the past time is, 
even by the grudging admission of evo- 
lutionary physicists, the working hypoth- 
esis we are compelled by the law of 
entropy to adopt. Thus, confronted with 
the necessity of admitting creation or 
suggesting an alternative, what is the 
reaction of evolutionary theorists? It 
is this: ‘Let us make two colossal as- 
sumptions—the eternity of matter and 
the infinity of “shuffling,” and let the 
laws of probability account for a con- 
figuration which is grotesquely improb- 
able !” ... It is clear than even a cursory 
comparative survey of the logical foun- 
dations of evolution and entropy, re- 
spectively, provides a contrast so strik- 
ing that the rationale of evolution is 
seen to be a condition of decrepitude, 
while eritropy is so well founded that to 
upset it would entail a revolution in 
both thought and life.” 

The theory of evolution may be 
likened to a house built upon the sand, 
of which future historians will write: 
“And it fell: and great was the fall of it.” 

CAMBERLEY, SURREY, ENG. 
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By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


Shoes as a Token Payment (Ruth 4:7) 


HE Book of Ruth gives us many in- 

teresting details concerning the life 
of Israel during the days of the judges 
‘(about 1350-1025 B.C.). Some of these 
details are briefly recorded without any 
lengthy explanation, because their sig- 
nificance was well understood by the 
author of Ruth and by his contempo- 
raries. However, their complete sig- 
nificance is not understood by those of 
us who live in the twentieth century 
A.D. We use terms today such as “pro- 
peller” and “rudder,” and feel no com- 
pulsion to explain them because they 
are fully understood by us, but. people 
living in the future may not understand 
them if such devices drop out of use 
and transportation is accomplished by 
jet propulsion and steering is effected 
by increasing the output of one of two 
parallel jets. 

One detail in the Book of Ruth, puz- 
zling to us, but certainly clear in Old 
Testament times, concerns the arrange- 
ment between Boaz and the kinsman of 
Naomi in redeeming the parcel of land. 
The Bible mentions that such: a pur- 
ehase of property. involved the remov- 
ing of one’s shoe to give to the other 
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contracting party (Ruth 4:7). The rea- 
son behind this action was familiar to 
the writer of Ruth, but is a puzzle to us. 


Archaeological discoveries have caused 
scholars to suspect that this giving of a 
shoe was a token payment, but the mat- 
ter has been definitely illuminated by 
one of the Nuzi Tablets,1 which tells of 
a daughter who was assigned an inheri- 
tance that ordinarily would not come 
to her.2 A part of the payment that 
she gave for the inheritance was a pair 
of shoes. This gift of shoes is hard to 
explain except on the basis of token pay- 
ment. Another Nuzi Tablet tells of a 
man who receives another man’s daugh- 
ter, in return for which the father re- 
ceived a cloak and a pair of shoes. These 
evidences of shoes as token payment 
have been studied by E. A. Speiser of 


1**Harvard Semitic Series,” V, p. 76. 


2For the discovery and general significance 
of the Nuzi Tablets, see the writer’s article, 
“Commentaries from the Clay Tablets — III,” 
The Sunday School Times, March 24, 1945, p. 
215. 


®“Harvard Semitic Series,” V, p. 17. 
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the University of Pennsylvania, as well 
as another scholar, P. Koschaker. Speiser 
says that Koschaker is clearly right in 
holding that the giving of shoes and 
garments in such instances are to be 
regarded as token payments to validate 
transactions “by lending them the ap- 
pearance of normal business practice.” 4 
Thus archaeology again serves as a com- 
mentary on the Scriptures. 

This situation in which a shoe was 
given was perhaps somewhat compa- 
rable to the arrangement made today 
with “dollar-a-year men,” wherein a 
man who is financially independent 
serves an educational institution, or per- 
haps a government bureau, and is paid 
one dollar per year so that he will be 
legally employed by the organization. 
The one dollar “salary” is a token pay- 
ment, just as the shoe was apparently 


.a token payment for property in Old 


Testament times. 
WHEATON, ILL. 





*E. A. Speiser, “Of Shoes and Shekels,” 
“Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research,” No, 77, February, 1940, p. 17. 


Corresponding With Your Pupils 
Is it worth while for the busy Sunday school teacher to write letters? 


“ H, DEAR! I’m so-tired! Is it 

really worth while to write Mary 
a personal note? Why not send a printed 
card and let it go at that?” 

Thoughts similar to these float through 
the mind of the busy Sunday school 
teacher. But experience has proved over 
and over again that a little note is of 
far more value than a formal card. A 
personal word means more to the 
scholar than a printed message on the 
most beautiful card in the world. 

In these days of worn-out cars and 
tires, when of necessity calls are made 
less frequently, keeping in touch with 
our Sunday school scholars through cor- 
respondence is assuming greater im- 
portance than ever before. 

Sending a child an absentee card is 
not sufficient. Indeed, if we confine our 
correspondence to this we are positively 
putting a premium on absence from Sun- 
day school. Children love to receive 
letters and cards. If by staying home 
for a Sunday a child can get a pretty 
card, what wonder if he does so? The 
cure for this situation is certainly not 
to ignore the absent. The logical course 
is to write the faithful scholars also. 
A note to a pupil telling him how much 
his regular attendance is appreciated and 
calling his attention to the Lord’s fre- 
quent commendation of faithfulness in 
His Word, may save writing a number 
of absentee cards later to this very 
scholar. It is better to forestall ab- 
sences than to cure them. 

Furthermore, a note of this sort to a 
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pupil usually brings a reply from him. 
And often one can get more insight into 
a scholar’s interests and needs through 
one letter from him than through look- 
ing at him every Sunday over a long 
period of time. If a pupil is shy or re- 
served, it is difficult. to get much ac- 
quainted with him in the Sunday school 
class. If it is not possible to meet him 
often outside of Sunday school, then 
the letter is the very best means of per- 
sonal touch. 

Children respond at once, if they feel 
that someone is really interested in them 
and in their activities. Many of them 
enjoy writing letters and will send 
pages about their school work, their 
friends, and their pets. And the teacher 
who writes back, “I hope your dog is 
quite over being lame,” has pretty well 


won her way into Johnny’s heart. Re-- 


plies do not have to be lengthy. Just 
a short comment about everything the 
child has described seems to be very 
satisfactory. 

Ordinarily, brief letters are best for 
two reasons. Most Sunday school teach- 
ers are busy people and have not time 
to write long letters to their scholars. 
And secondly, children value frequent 
letters more than long ones, which come 
less often. Indeed we have called at 
homes where a child has appeared with 
a radiant face, saying, “I got a letter 
from my Sunday school teacher,” even 
though the letter was only about three 
sentences long. 

Our general rule is to write two 
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paragraphs in the letter, exclusive of 
introduction and conclusion, one secular 
and one spiritual. That is, one paragraph 
showing interest in some phase of the 
scholar’s daily life, and the other giving 
spiritual help. The first can say, “I am 
so glad you are finding your arithmetic 
easier,” or, “How pleased I was to see 
your name on the Honor Roll for your 
school,” or again, “You looked so nice 
in your new dress last Sunday. I think 
pink is an especially .becoming color 
to you.” 

The other paragraph may be a verse 
read recently by the writer that he 
thought his scholar might like; or it 
might tell about a recent answer to 
prayer. It can ask him what part of 
the class he enjoys most or suggest some- 
one for him to invite to Sunday school. 

The habit of confiding in his Sunday 
school teacher is an invaluable one for a 
child to form. *Humanly speaking, when 
a child is from a non-Christian home, 
his Sunday school teacher is his only 
hope. And even children with Chris- 
tian parents sometimes feel the need of 
someone else with whom to talk. Some 
of these find it difficult to talk things 
over with their parents, perhaps be- 
cause parents are too busy (a common 
thing at.the present time), or else be- 
cause there is not the necessary confi- 
dence between them. In this latter case, 
the Sunday school teacher can often be 
of real assistance. Quite frequently 
girls in their early teens complain that 
their mothers do not understand them. 

Recently one girl said, “I just can’t 
please my mother. If I go ahead and 
do the work, she says I have done it 
all wrong; and if I don’t do it, she says 
I am lazy.” Here the Sunday school 
teacher has the opportunity to say a 
few things which may be blessed to 
the scholar. In the first place, it is a 
good time to turn her thoughts to the 
One who always fully understands us, 
and who is ready to help us in all vur 
daily problems. Then, too, the teacher 
can help the child to see things from 
the mother’s point of view. The teacher 
can say, “Your mother really loves you 
more than anyone else in the world. She 
has done more for you than you will 
ever be able to understand unti: you 
are a mother yourself. And she has 
many careg and problems that you can- 
not yet fully appreciate. See if you cannot 
be a comfort to her. Pray that you and 
she may ‘understand each other better. 
Try to notice how she does things. Re- 
member she has had years of practice 
and is likely to do things in a more effti- 
cient way than you can. If she sees that 
you are really trying to be a help and 
to do things in the way she likes best, 
she, is sure to be pleased. Anyway, the 
impgrtant thing is for you to try to 
make your. mother’s life easier and hap- 
pier, and to glorify your Lord rather 
than to be thinking of how she treats 
you.” Usually the outcome of a talk 
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like that is a happier relationship be- 
tween parent and child, and frequently 
it means definite spiritual growth on the 
part of the latter. One scholar who had 
been having difficulties at home wrote a 
short time ago, “I really have found out 
that if I’m fully occupied with making 
others happy I’m much happier myself, 
and I feel that the Lord is nearer to me.” 
The Sunday school teacher can do this 
type of work better than the mother, 
because it is embarrassing for a mother 
to talk to her child about all that she 
herself has done for the child. 

Sometimes a letter will come saying, 
“I wish I could have a long talk with 
you,” or, “How I wish I could see you 
alone!’ "When there is a special need, 
a special effort must be made to meet 
it. Some years ago a ‘scholar who wrote 
as above was invited for the night. She 
was longing for assurance of salvation, 
but looking at herself for evidence in- 
stead of resting on God’s Word. That 
night the Lord made this clear to her. 
The very next day, she went to the lake 
with some friends and accidentally fell 
ih. Happily ghe was rescued promptly. 
When she was talking it over afterward 
with her teacher, she said, “I was so 
frightened when I fell in, I don’t know 
if I even. prayed. But after I was res- 
cued the first thing I thought was, ‘I’m 
so glad was settled last night!’ I’m 
awfully glad I wasn’t drowned, but, if 
I had been it would have been all right.” 
After such a testimony a teacher feels 
more than repaid for the extra effort 
involved. 

A little girl of eleven or twelve ac- 
cepted Christ as her Saviour at Sunday 
school. She was from a worldly home, 
and had no one who could understand 
her joy, or to whom she could express 
her love for her new-found Saviour. So 
she wrote to her Sunday school teacher 
that week, “More precious than dia- 
monds is our Saviour.” 

Another letter came from a girl, the 
eldest of a large family, who also had 
no Christian help in her home. The 
class had just finished learning the 
Scripture catechism card on “Conduct 
Toward Others.” This girl wrote to her 
teacher, “The Lord has been speaking 
to me through the last verse on that card 
— ‘Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap’ (Gal. 6:7). He has been 
showing me that I am not as kind and 
loving as I should be. I do want more 
love in our home, yet I am often cross 
and impatient myself. Please pray for 
me.” A few months later another let- 
ter came from the same girl overflowing 
with joy. The Lord had given her the 
privilege of leading one of her younger 
sisters to Himself. Surely the exercise 
indicated in the earlier letter had some- 
thing to do with the later joy. And if 
the teacher had not corresponded with 
this girl, she would have been less able 
to help her and to rejoice with her. 

Many times letters come with questions 
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such as, “How can I be sure I am really 
saved?”. or, “What shall I do? I have 
done something wrong sincd I was saved. 
Do I have to get saved over again?” It 
is sometimes humiliating to find that a 
child is ignorant of something which we 
believed was made perfectly clear in 
class. But how much better to be humil- 
iated, and to have the opportunity to set 
it right, than to go on happily suppos- 
ing all is understood when it is not! 
Sometimes one can end a class period 
by saying, “If there is anything you don’t 
understand about this or anything else, 
and you would: like to ask a question, 
just drop me a line and I'll do my best 
to answer.” 


Today’s mail brought an encouraging 
letter from a scholar. She says, “I be- 


_ gin to realize that I have been more in- 


terested in pleasing myself than in glo- 
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rifying my Lord. I am His, and all I 
have belongs to Him. I don’t want just 
a corner in Heaven. I want my life 
to really count for Him. From now on 
I want it truly to be ‘God first.’” 

The time and effort spent in corre- 
spondence with our pupils has been 
worth the effort a hundred times over. 
Our business as Sunday school teachers 
is to win children to Christ and then 
train them for Him. Since transporta- 
tion is still difficult, it seems to be the 
time to redouble our efforts through this 
very effective means of personal cor- 
respondence. “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not j 
Cor. 15:58). 


FERNDALe, WAS 
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World-Wide Missionary Broadcasting ‘°° 


What of the future of the “Voice of the Angles’ 


N AN earlier article, the story of the 

beginning and the growth of Radio 
Station HCJB, “The Voice of the Andes,” 
in Quito, Ecuador, was told. Numerous 
incidents were given to show how the 
broadcasting of the Gospel is reaching 
into hearts all over Latin America and 
in inaccessible regions in other conti- 
nents to win men and women to Christ 
and build them up in the faith. 

But, not only does missionary broad- 
casting help to win souls to Christ in 
direct evangelism, and help nourish be- 
lievers with the Word every day, but it 
also “pays” a third dividend in the en- 
couragement brought to missionaries and 
other Christians far from home. Down 
in the southernmost tip of Argentina, in 
Tierra del Fuego, a missionary couple, 
cut off from almost every other means 
of Christian fellowship, listen avidly 
to HCJB, They wrote to say how much 
it meant to them spiritually to be able 
to come home after a weary day of labor 
and be able to tune in on “The Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour” and similar Ameri- 
can programs shortwaved through HCJB 
in Quito. “While we were in busy 
Buenos: Aires with so many places for 
fellowship, we had no radio. But out 
here in this forsaken spot, where we are 
the only ones speaking English, the radio 
programs from The Voice of the Andes 
mean everything to us,” they said. 

Soldiers on the fighting fronts have 
actually tuned in Gospel programs from 
Quito under fire. Sailors have written to 
say that on the high seas, wherever they 
have sailed around the world, they have 
been able to tune in the cheering Gospel 
messages from HCJB. It is reported that 
US. airmen, in a B-29 bomber over Guam, 
listened to “The Word of Life Hour” by 
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shortwave from HCJB. What the for- 
eign mail from many parts of the world 
had proved before the war, the service- 
mien’s letters have emphasized during 
the war. “The Voice of the Andes” is 
heard around the world under favorable 
conditions! It can be said that literally 
Psalm 19:4 is being fulfilled in our day: 
“Their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.” 


What is the story of this radio station 
behind the stream of blessing going out 
to Ecuador, to Latin America, and all 
the world? It can be summed: up in 
two words: “vision” and “provision.” It 
is the story of God’s vision in the hearts 
of His servants to take the Gospel by 
radio to the mission fields in 1928. It 
is the unfolding of God’s provision of 
guidance and means, as promised in 
Jeremiah 33:3 and Zechariah 4:6, the 
foundation verses of “The Voice of the 
Andes.” It is the growing from rothing 
more than a dream and a hope to see a 
little station actually “on the air” one 
day with its few Spanish programs of 
Gospel message and music carried on 
by a small group of workers. It is the 
persistent going ahead under trials and 
failures of a new work in a new way, 
born in the depression period, and 
watching His mighty hand sustain when 
there was no other way. It is the con- 
tinued insistence in presenting a positive 
radio message of the blood, the Book, 
and the blessed hope. Free from attacks 
on existing religions and completely out- 
side politics, HCJB has gone on, under 
the blessing of Heaven, to uphold the 
living Christ before the listening audi- 
ences of Quito and all Latin America — 


(Continued on page 188) 
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LESSON 11. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Ruth; printed text, 1:8-17 
Golden Text.—Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return hom following sfien Sans for whither thou goest, | will gor and where thov 


lodgest, | will lodge: ‘thy people shall be my people, a 


Kure James Veasion 

Ruth 1:8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, 
return each to her mother’s house: the Lorp deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

9 The Lorp grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up 
their voice, and wept. 

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee 
unto thy people. 

11 And Naomi said, Turn again,,my daughters: why will ye 
go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they 
may be your husbands? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old 
to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should 
have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 


13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye’ 


stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for 


nd thy God my God.—Ruth. 1 


it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the Lom 
is gone out against me. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah 
kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I. will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 


the Lorp do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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‘MARCH 17. THE EVERYDAY LIFE OF A PEOPLE 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


"Tsenre is a charm about the inspired 
Hebrew idyl, the Book of Ruth, 
that cannot fail to appeal to any- 
one of literary taste, whether its divine 
inspiration. is recognized or not. But 
when we receive it as a part of the 
God-breathed Word, we see added beau- 
ties, which the natural mind cannot dis- 
cern, It portrays something of .the in- 
ward conditions prevailing among what 
we might call the ordinary people of 
Israel, during the troubled years of the 
judges. Typically, it sets forth, in a very 
remarkable manner, the story of redemp- 
tion. Through Boaz, the goel, or kins- 
man-redeemer (Lev. 25:25), Ruth, the 
Moabish stranger, is brought into the 
family of God and given a place among 
the Covenant People. The great-grand- 
mother of King David, she has a place in 
the ancestral line of our Lord \ Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 1:5, 6). By natural birth 
the Moabites were barred from the con- 
gregation of the Lord unto the tenth 
generation because of their hostility to 
the Children of Israel, when they were 
journeying toward the Promised Land 
(Deut. 23:3). But, by grace, Ruth found 
an honored place in the Chosen Nation. 
Her loyalty to her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
and her decided stand as a convert to 
the God of Israel mark her out as a 
young -woman of exceptional devotedness 
and decision of character. The Book 
naturally divides into four parts: 

Ruth deciding (chap. 1) 

Ruth gleaning (chap. 2) 

Ruth pleading (chap. 3) 

Ruth satisfied (chap. 4) 


The Historical Setting 


We have no definite date for the events 
of this Book. We are only told that 


« * % & 


they all took place in the days when the 
judges ruled. Elimelech, with his wife, 
Naomi, and two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion, left Bethlehem and went to the 
land of Moab to escape the rigors of a 
famine. In Moab, the sons married 
women of that country, Orpah and Ruth. 
Elimelech and the sons all died there, 
whereupon Naomi decided to return to 
Bethlehem. Ruth insisted on going with 
her, but Orpah remained in Moab. 


Verse by Verse 


Ruth 1:8.—‘Naomi said unto her two 
daughters in law, Go, return each to 
her mother’s house.” We may think of 
Naomi as a typical backslider. She had 
been one with her husband in going 
down from Bethlehem to Moab, thus 
manifesting lack of faith in God’s abil- 
ity to provide even in time of famine. 
The ten years spent in Moab had proved 
bitterly disappointing. She was bereft 


of her husband and her two sons. Now, — 


in her affliction, word came that “the 
Lord had visited his people in giving 
them bread.” So she determined to re- 
trace her steps and go back to the place 
she should never have left. But she 
did not have faith enough to consider 
taking her daughters-in-law with her, so 
urged them to go back to their former 
homes. 


Verse 9.—“The Lord grant you that 
ye may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband.” They were 
young and might readily find other hus- 
bends, but could they ever obtain rest 
in Moab? Her own sad experience might 
nave emphasized the folly of seeking 
rest in that land of idolatry. and igno- 
rance of the true and living God. 


Verse 10.—“They said . . . Surely we 
will return with thee unto thy people.” 
At first, both of the young widows de- 
clared they would not be separated from 
Naomi, but would go with her to Beth- 
lehem to find a place among her people. 


Verse 11.—“‘N.womi said, Turn again, 
my daughters.” In the strongest pos- 
sible way the mother-in-law urged them 
not to consider going with her. She had 
nothing to offer them. Was she simply 
testing them, or was it that she was 
ashamed to appear in her home city with 
the evidence of her sons’ disobedience 
to God’s Word: two heathen girls, whom 
they had married contrary to the law? 


Verse 12.—“Turn again, my daughters, 
go your way.” It would seem that Naomi 
had no sense of responsibility to bring 
these young women to the knowledge of 
the trua. She insisted that they go 
back to their former lives. Is not this 
what the testimony of the backslicer al- 
ways says to those on the point of turn- 
ing to God? 


Verse 13.—“It grieveth me much for 
your sakes that the hand of the Lord 
is gone out against me.” Her words 
express the hopelessness of her condi- 
tion. She little realized what a bless- 
ing might be in store for them all if 
they had faith to go on together to 
Bethlehem. 


Verse 14.—*Orpah kissed her mother in 
law; but Ruth clave unto her.” Like 
Pliable in the “Pilgrim’s Progress,”  Or- 
pah turned back, discouraged by the words 
of Naomi. But Ruth had determined to 
go on to her husband’s former home 
and so refused to be separated from 
her mother-in-law. There was deep af- 
fection in her heart for the older woman, 
and a sincere desire to know the God of 
Israel, as her future story makes evi- 
dent. 


Verse 15.—“Thy sister in law is gone 
back unto her people, and unto ner gods: 
return thou after thy sister in law.” It 
is clear that Naomi realized to the full 
what a return to the former life would 
mean. Orpah had gone back “unto her 
gods”! Let Ruth do the same. It is 


sad, indeed, to think that a woman of 
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Israel should have had no more concern 
for their souls than this. What will 
Naomi’s feelings be in the day of judg- 
ment if she there meets Orpah, a lost 
idolater, who had been turned from the 
road to life and salvation by her lack 
of faith and concern for her soul? 


Verse 16—“Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” 
decision is definite. She had settled the 
matter in her own heart. She was de- 
termined to remain with Naomi at all 
costs. Her faith was placed already in 
the God of whom her husband and his 
mother must often have told her, For 
her, there could be no going back to 
idolatry. 


Verse 17—“The Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee 
and me.” It is blessed to contemplate 
Ruth’s settled decision. She had counted 
the cost and was prepared to accept all 
the consequences of separation from her 
own family and its pagaf religion. She 
was not merely going to experiment 
along new lines, but she had made up 


‘her mind to be true to death, both to 


Naomi and to God. It is a delightful 
example of loyalty of heart and devotion 
of spirit. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Ruth’s decision illustrates the stand 
that every exercised soul should take 
in regard to the present offer of the 
Gospel. God has.now revealed Himself 
in the person of His Son. It is a great 
moment in one’s spiritual history when 
the choice is made to receive Christ 
and for His: name’s sake to turn from 
the world that has rejected Him. Ruth 
gives us a blessed example of what Bar- 
nabas meant, in a later day, when he 
besought the young Gentile converts at 
Antioch to cleave to the Lord “with pur- 
pose of heart” (Acts 11:23). 


A Lesson Outline 


OUTLINE OF THE Book or RUTH 


1. The backsliding and chastisement_ of 
Elimelech and his family (Ruth 
1:1-8) 


2. Naomi’s awakening (vs. 6, 7) 

. The testihg of Orpah and Ruth (vs. 
8-14) 

. Ruth’s settled decision (vs. 15-18) 

. The return to Bethlehem (vs. 19-22) 

. Ruth finding grace (chap. 2) 

. The kinsman-redeemer (chap. 3) 


. Union with Boaz. Ruth received into 
the congregation of the Lord 
(chap. 4) 


w 


ona 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
According to the law, Ruth had no 
title, in herself, to a place in the con- 
gregation of the Lord, but as the widow 
of an Israelite she could come in if a 
redeemer was found who cared enough 
for her to acknowledge her claim. This 
Boaz did and so the stranger from Moab 


Ruth’s 


say m 
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, Last Week's Lesson 
10. March 10.—A People in Confusion. 
Judges 
Next Week's Lesson 


12, March 24.—A People Gains National 
Consciousness ........... 1 Samuel 1 to 7 
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was adopted into the family of the cove- 
nant. ; 


It is of interest: to observe the work 
of grace in the life of Naomi. At first, 
we see little evidence of real/soul-exer- 
cise concerning all the failure of the 
past. Bereft of all life held dear, she 
decided to return to Bethlehem because 
word had reached her that conditions 
were improved there. 
toward Orpah,and Ruth was anything 
but helpful. But after the return to the 
land, we see her taking the lead in 
guiding Ruth to a place of rest and se- 
curity in accordance with the law of 
Moses. It is evident that in her old 
age she found great joy and comfort in 
the choice that Ruth had made. 


Applications and Summaries 


Elimelech thought to better his. cir- 
cumstances by leaving the place where 
God was known and going to a land of 
darkness and idolatry, but he found out 
his mistake when it was too late to 
rectify it. 

In this Book we see the grace of God 
triumphing over human failure and dis- 
appointment. It was wrong for Mahlon 
to marry Ruth, but God overruled it to 
her salvation though He took Mahlon 
away in judgment. 

It was the responsibility of the de- 
ceased husband’s nearest male relative 
who was free to do so, to become the 
kinsman-redeemer and re-establish the 
name of the dead in Israel by the first 
son succeeding to the forfeited estate. 
This Boaz did for Mahlon. 

There are many today who, like Of- 
pah, seem prepared to take a definite 
stand for God, but who are easily dis- 
suaded by inconsistency in others. 

Did Naomi ever think of ‘the possible 
fate of Orpah, when she looked back 
and realized that her words and example 
had persuaded Orpah to go back to her 
false gods? 

It is a solemn thing to be responsible 
for the actions of those who look to ug 
for guidance and direction. Is our be- 
havior such as to encourage them to de- 
cision for Christ? 

CHICAGO. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 


press, mailing, and composing rooms; ~* 


subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


Her attitude, 


* (9) 181 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is the outstanding lesson of the 
Book of Ruth? 

2. Why did Naomi want to go back 
to Bethlehem? 
3. Why did Orpah and Ruth respond so 
differently? 
4. Wherein did Naomi fail’ in regard to 

Orpah? 

5. What great blessing came to Ruth as 

a result of her decided stand? 

6. Was Boaz compelled under the law to 
marry Ruth, and redeem her property? 
7. Of whom is Boaz a type? 
8. What is the basis for the most sincere 
friendships? 
(Answers on page 183) 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson . 


“Then she arose with her daughters 
in law, that she might return from the 
country of Moab. . . . Wherefore she 
went forth out of the place where she 
was, and her two daughters in law with 
her; and they went on the way to re- 
turn unto the land of Judah” (Ruth 1: 
6, 7).—We knew a Christian young man 
who left his folks and went west seek- 
ing his fortune. He found a place that 
appealéd to him, and worked his way 
up to cashier of the bank. 

He remained away from the people 
of God and from services. He went 
deeper and deeper into “refined” world- 
liness. 

One day a servant of the Lord came 
to that place to conduct special services. 
The Lord blessed His Word to the con- 
viction and conversion of sinners, and 
the edification of believers. 

The cashier kept hearing from various 
ones coming into the bank that the Lord 
was visiting His people and giving them 
spiritual bread. He withstood awhile, 
but afterward arose and attended the 
services. His heart strangely warmed 
under the ministry of the Word; and he 
confessed the sin of hiding his light 
under a bushel — the symbol of commer- 
cialism — and left the place of worldli- 
ness and spiritual drought where he was, 
and returned, so to speak, to the land of 
praise. (“Judah” by interpretation means 
“praise.”) 

His action was a powerful testimony 
in the town. It cost him something to 
arise and go forth; but he paid the price, 
and the Lord blessed him and made him 
a blessing to others. 

In due time the Lord even opened the 
way for him to return to his folks, where 
he continued to shine for the Lord until 
he fell asleep in Jesus. 

Every believer who is in a backslidden 
condition and in an unscriptural place 


“should follow the twofold example of 


Naomi in arising and going forth out of 
the place. Such action can be taken in 
faith, for “faith cometh by hearing, and 
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hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17). 

As for Naomi, she was one of the 
Lord’s people, but still out of Bethlehem- 
Judah, where the Lord would have had 
her. “Bethlehem” means “the house of 
bread.” 

In giving His people the Land of Prom- 
ise, the Lord informed them that it 
would be a land “wherein thou shalt 
eat bread without scarceness” (Deut, 
8:9). 

He permitted a temporary famine in 
the land (Ruth 1:1) as a judgment and 
to exercise and test His people — but it 
would have given place to feasting, upon 
confession and forsaking the sins which 
brought the famine upon. them (Prov. 
28: 13). 

Naomi heard a report in Moab that 
“the Lord had visited his people in giv- 
ing them bread”, (Ruth 1:6). Naomi 
believed the report, and this faith caused 
her to take the first steps toward get- 
ting back to “his people’—where she 
belonged. 

“The Lord grant you that ye may find 
rest, each of you in the house of her 
husband. Then she kissed them” (v. 9). 
—A husband for each of the widows 
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seemed to be Naomi’s greatest desire 
and concern for them. She evidently 
lacked faith in the Lord to give them 
husbands in the land of Judah—so she 
urged them to return to the idolatrous 
land of Moab, and gave her act a note 
of finality with a good-by kiss! 

“Marriage is honourable in all,” and 
nothing can be said against the desire 
for a husband, or a wife; but “the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness” 
(Matt. 6:33) should be given first con- 
sideration. When a person is right in 
his relationship with the Lord, it is a 
comparatively easy matter to be in right 
relationship with others. 

How many Christian parents rue the 
day they suggested to their daughters 
that they seek husbands in the ungodly 
world, for fear they would not find hus- 
bands in the group of Christians with 
whom they were associated ! 

One girl of our acquaintance went into 
the world to find a husband. She met 
a man who said he loved her and wanted 
to marry her. She had compunction of 
conscience sufficient to tell him she 
feared marriage would stunt her spir- 
itual development, for he was unsaved. 

He assured her that “religion,” as he 
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termed it, would not be a barrier between 
them, and that he would not put a straw 
in her way. 

They married and lived on a farm a 
mile or two from town. The first Sun- 
day after they were married, it rained; 
and he said if she wanted to go to 
services he would not take her, nor could 
she take the conveyance to go. She could 
tramp through the mud and slush her- 
self, as best she could. He kept this 
type of treatment up, and she was nut 
spiritual enough ‘to pay such a price, so 
she remained away from Christian fei- 
lowship. 

She was a skillful player and a sweet 
singer and a splendid visitor to the sick, 
but all that was given up to become 
the drudge of a man who told her false- 
hoods! We are still praying for her 
restoration. 

Ruth became the wife of Boaz, the 
mother of Obed, the great-grandmother 
of David and an ancestress of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:5-16) —surely re- 
ward enough for deliberately choosing 
to trust under the wings of the Lord God 
of Israel (Ruth 2:12). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Friends of Ruth 
(Ruth 2:1-3, 14-17) 


UTH was a young woman whose hus- 

band had died. Her husband’s 
brother had died, too, and his father. 
The three women without any husbands 
lived together, but Naomi, the mother 
of Ruth’s husband, wanted to go back 
home to the country of Israel,- where 
she used to live. So she packed up to go. 


The two young women loved her very 
much, so they wanted to go with her. 
She told them they had better stay 
where they were, in their own country,. 
where their friends lived. Orpah. the 
other young woman, stayed in Moab, but 
Ruth would not stay; she went with 
Naomi. 


They came to Naomi’s old home town, 
which was Bethlehem, the very same 
town where Jesus was born, many hun- 
dreds of years later. 


It was the time when the grain har- 
vest was just beginning. They didn’t 
have great machines to mow the grain, 
thresh it, and put it in sacks, as we have 
today. Men mowed the grain with 
scythes or sickles, and then the grain 
was threshed out by oxen. 

They had a way of not mowing close 
up to the fences or into corners, and the 
poor were allowed to take this grain 
they left, and sometimes the reapers left 
a little grain lying on the ground, on 
purpose. 

Naomi and Ruth were. very poor, so 
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Ruth went out and followed the reapers 
to gather what grain she could. 

Ruth was very beautiful, and I’m sure 
the people all talked about her when 
she went out into the fields. She was a 
stranger, a beautiful stranger. She went 
into the field of Boaz, a relation of 
Naomi. He saw her and knew who she 
was, and knew how good she was to 
Naomi, so he told his reapers to leave 
some grain for her. Then he gave her 
some grain to take home. 

He came to love Ruth very much, and 
after awhile he married her. She :was 
a woman from another country, but 
she had learned to love and worship the 
Lord Jehovah of the Israelites, our Lord 
God. So God blessed Boaz. and Ruth, 
and their great-grandson was David, the 
great King of Israel who wrote so many 
of the Psalms, in our Bible. 

Just suppose Boaz had thought he 
couldn’t love Ruth because she was a 
foreigner. It would have been too bad, 
and would have spoiled God’s plan for 
their lives. ; 

Maybe we'spoil God’s plan when we 
have no love for poor little foreign chil- 
dren. Sometimes there is a little Negro 
child, or a Chinese, or a Filipino, or a 
poor little Japanese girl or boy, and we 
cannot be nice to them because their 
skin is a little different color from ours. 
Or there may be a child whose skin 
is as fair as ours, but he speaks another 
language, and finds it hard to say our 
American words, and all the children 
laugh at him. 

Some of these children would be loyal 
friends if you would be friends with 
them. Ruth was a loyal, loving daughter 
to Naomi, because Naomi must have 
been a kind and loving mother to her, 
and taught her about her God. 

Try being friendly and telling some 
foreign child about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 


Mopesto, Cauir. 


“ 
This Week's Questions Answered 
43 (The questions are on page 181) 


1. That God always honors faithfulness. 


2. There was a longing for her old home, 
but also, seemingly, a realization that she 
and her family had been out of the will 
of God, and His hand had been heavy upon 
them. 


3. Orpah had seen the better way of 
life, but had not accepted it, while Ruth 
had received the God of Israel as her own. 


4. By not encouraging her to cut clean 
from idolatry and go on with her as Ruth 
did. 


5. She became an ancestress of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


6. No, he could have refused, as did the 
nearer kinsman. 


7. Of Jesus Christ Himself, who became 
our Kinsman-Redeemer, 


8. Mutual love for the Lord is the surest 
foundation for friendship. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Friends in a New Land 
(Ruth 2:1-3, 14-17) 


WO unfamiliar figures approached 

the gate of Bethlehem, two women, 
traveling alone. A crowd gathered 
around to see who the strangers were, 
and what their business might be. The 
older woman said she was Naomi, who, 
during the famine ten years~before, had 
left town with her husband and two 
sons to go to Moab. (See map.) There 
her husband had died; and the two sons 
had married, but they had died, too. 
Now she had come back home; and Ruth, 
one of the sons’ wives, had insisted on 
coming with her. She had told Naomi, 
“Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God.” 

Naomi and Ruth settled down in 
Naomi’s old home. But what were they 
to do for food? No crops had been put 
in on the deserted farm. There was no 
man to work and support them. (Two 
girls ‘read the dialogue between Naomi 
and Ruth in Ruth 2:2.) Harvesting bar- 
ley in Ruth’s time was quite different 
from that in our day. There were no 
tractors, no combines; only a dull sickle 
to cut the stalks. Then the handfuls of 
grain were tied together with straws. 
(The National Geographic Magazine, 
December, 1929, has helpful pictures on 
pages 705 and 706.) Many stalks of 
grain were dropped. In the famous pic- 
ture, “The Gleaners,” by Millet, what 
back-breaking work are the women do- 
ing? God made a rule for Hebrew 
farmers about gleaning (Lev. 19:9). 
Why? (Chap. 23:22.) What a Helpful 
rule for Naomi and Ruth! Was it just 
luck or God’s guiding goodness that 
brought Ruth to the field of a man who 
was Naomi’s relative, a rich man, and 
one who loved God? 


When Boaz found out who. Ruth was, 
he greeted her kindly. (A boy and girl 
read the dialogue of Ruth 2:8-13.) At 
noontime Boaz invited Ruth to their sim- 
ple outdoor lunch. Then he gave direc- 
tions to his workers. (Boy continues. 
with vs. 15, 16.) Ruth continued work- 
ing there all through barley harvest and 
wheat harvest. By this time she had 
proved herself so fine and loyal that 
Boaz decided to marry her. And in 
time a little boy named Obed came to 
make their home happy. Obed’s grand- 
son was the great King David. 

So the foreigner and stranger, Ruth, 
came to be the great grandmother of a_ 
king—of many kings—even of the 
Lord Jesus. (This may be illustrated « 
by a diagram with Ruth at the top, 
and Obed, Jesse, David, about 40 others 
(Luke 3), Mary, and the Lord Jesus be- 
low, with a short vertical arrow con- 
necting each.) So good was God to one 
who chose to follow Him and His peéo- 
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ple rather than to remain with her own 
people and their heathen gods. Most 
of you have been with Christian peo- 
ple long enough to know about God and 
the salvation which is offered through 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Have 
you made your choice yet? 

Boaz, because he loved God and lived 
by His rules, treated the poor stranger 
girl with kindness; and with his wealth 
he redeemed her from a life of poverty. 
He is a picture of what the Lord Jesus 
does for us when He takes us into His 
heavenly family. 


“Forget not to show love unto 
strangers” (Heb. 13:2, R.V., Memory 
Verse). Boaz kept God’s rule about 


gleanings for strangers; how are we go- 
ing to keep God’s rule about love unto 
strangers? (Include in suggested activ- 
ities making an invitation to Sunday 
school. Probably lesson picture cards 
may be secured from your Primary: De- 
partment for illustration. “Last Sunday 
in our Sunday school we had a story 
about a girl named Ruth who made:-a 
good choice to join God’s people. Won’t 
you make a good choice and join us next 
Sunday at ? Our story will be 
about a boy named Samuel who heard 
God speak.”) 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let me introduce this 
very beautiful story of Ruth by quot- 
ing a familiar and impressive statement 
from the Gospel of John. It is the 
twelfth verse of the first chapter, “But 
as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe _on his name.” 
It is the tremendously important matter 
of choice — decision as to what one will 
do under certain unusual circumstances. 
Suppose we paraphrase that verse to 
read like this; let us say it is a small 
poster on the side of the entrance to 
the First National Bank of your city: 
NOTICE: To as many as will receive it 
we will give $1,000 upon application at 
the paying teller’s window today. 
Next morning your daily paper has 
a news item like this: 


SENSATIONAL BANK OFFER 
Gores LARGELY UNHEEDED 


An excited crowd gathered around the 
doors of the First National Bank yesterday 
afternoon soon after two o’clock when the 
bank had closed for the day. All day 
there had fluttered at the side of the bank’s 
front door a typed notice on a sheet of 
paper bearing the bank’s letterhead, stat- 
ing‘ that $1,000 would be given to any who 
would receive it, on application to the pay- 
jng teller’s window. The amazing thing is 
how few people took advantage of the offer. 
Thousands of pedestrians passed the bank’s 
door. Some failed to see the notice;.many 
others looked at it with a cynical smile and 
passed on; they were too smart for that. 
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Besides, there was the rush of the day's 
business, and they were in a hurry. 

But a very few did go in and apply at 
the teller’s window and the money was 
promptly handed out to them. One was a 
twelve-year-old boy. He saw the notice, 
stopped and read it; there was the bank, 
the door was open, why not go in and 
apply? It did not occur to him to ques- 
tion the statement. Another was a laboring 
man, and still another was an old woman. 
There were a few others— mostly simple- 
minded folk— who just accepted the offer 
as it was made, went in, and were given 
more money than they had ever seen at one 
time before. It was not until after the bank 
had closed for the day that the facts fil- 
tered into the minds of the city’s throngs; 
then there was a wild rush for the bank, 
but it was too late. 


Now, fellows, that, of course, is an 
improbable and fantastic story. O. Henry 


tells‘\of how a New York newspaper sent | 
a reporter out one night into a near-by - 


park to give away a one-hundred-dollar 
bill to the poor homeless fellows huddled 
on the benches, with newspapers wrap- 
ped about their knees to keep warm. Not 
one of them, he said, would accept it. 
They opened their sleepy eyes halfway 


-and made a gesture which said, “Oh, 


yeah !” and turned away. 

The amazing proposition of John 1: 
12 is vastly more wonderful than either 
one of the two stories given above, too 
wonderful even to be compared with 
them; but the similarity of their recep- 
tion is tragic: Only a small minority 
of the people seem to take it seriously. 
Some very smart and cultured people 
smile at it skeptically. Some do not 
seem to feel the need of it; others. are 
so absorbed in the rush’ and business 
of life that they do not take time to 
think about it, and still others are en- 
gulfed, in the whirl of social pleasures 
and postpone its consideration. But there 
are some people who in childlike sim- 
plicity and faith take it to be the Word 
of God; who, in the Spirit-guided con- 
viction that they are lost sinners and 
need a Saviour, accept the gracious offer 
and thereby come into possession of un- 
told riches. These few become heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
It is all. too wonderful for our imagina- 
tion to conceive, or to understand fully. 
* Ruth’s decision was evidently Spirit- 
guided. Little did she dream that in 
the-momentary choice she made to go 
with Naomi back to Naomi’s home in 
Bethlehem-Judah she was launching 
upon the priceless privilege of being the 
great-grandmother of King David, and 
thus in the lineal ancestry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ who was born in that same 
Bethlehem of Judea. 

In her devoted and sacrificial choice 
Ruth that day fixed her name among-the 
stars where it will shine forever and 
ever. Orpah, her sister, chose to go 
back to her people. Orpah did what the 
world would call “the common-sense, the 
logical thing,” and dropped out of the 
picture into oblivion. Two choices; one 
according to the Spirit, the other accord- 
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ing to the human desires. One up, one 
down, 

Fellows, the same two choices are be- 
fore you. Which way will you go— the 
high road or the low road? Your future 
is all in the choice you make. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


LOYALTY OVERCOMES BARRIERS « 


HAT loyalties are mentioned in 

this story? (Ruth 1:6, 16; 2:12.) 
Here was a mother who lived. during 
the dark days of the judges, and who 
was so loyal to the one true God that 
she won a young girl from the degra- 
dation of idolatry to the refinement of 
an abiding faith in a real, yet unseen 
Creator and Lord. Ruth’s faith had been 
insecurely fastened to little handmade 
idols enshrined in her childhood home. 
The mysterious spirit of a god, she 
thought, lived in each of these objects, 
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and by the customs of her people she 
must go through very foolish, unwhole- 
some ceremonies to win favor with these 
gods (Deut. 2:9; Judges 11:15, 24). 


‘ What difference did Ruth find in the 
home of Naomi? Here were no images 
decorating shelves and corners. No little 
babies were sacrificed to gods of wood 
and stone. No purposeless ceremonies 
were practiced. Naomi and her family 
believed that a loving, righteous God was 
with them all the time, interested in 
everything they did. The worship of 
Jehovah was clean and sanitary, morally 
wholesome, reasonable to the mind, and 
transforming to the spirit. Godly peo- 
ple of Israel were, perhaps, not more 
“religious,” but their worship brought 
results, while that of their heathen 
neighbors did not. 


Do you know anyone who has changed 
from idolatry to the worship of one true 
God? Wein America do not often come 
in contact with worshipers of actual 
idols, although there are those whose 
families come from countries where poly- 
theism is practiced. How may such peo- 
ple be reached with the Gospel of Christ? 
When they mingle with Americans in 
school and. business, they see that idols 
are not used, and in some cases their 
own little images may become neglected. 
Are these idolators thus turned to God? 
If an idol worshiper’met you in your 
home or school, would she meet Christ, 
too? Can we help to turn such neigh- 
bors from a dead to a living faith? 


Did you know that the heathen in 
idol-worshiping countries are astonished 
when missionaries confess that in Amer- 
ica there are people who profess no “re- 
ligion”? In those countries everybody 
has some form of “religion,” or a belief 
in a power greater than self. To most 
of these people religion is the most dom- 
inating factor in their lives. The class 
might be interested in a study of re- 
ligious backgrounds of people who do 
not know Christ.as Saviour and Lord. 
Such study might serve as a means of 
arousing a missionary consciousness 
among the girls. 


What happened in the life of Ruth 
when she accepted Naomi’s God? Ruth 
must have been, by nature, a gentle per- 
son, but the love of God gave her a 
hunger and thirst after righteousness 
that changed her outlook on life. In- 
stead of acting like a heathen “glamour 
girl,” Ruth was quiet and efficient at her 
work, and kind to the mother of her, 
husband. While her neighbors of Moab 
were concerned with satisfying their 
senses, Ruth surrendered not only the 
desires of her flesh to her new-found 
God, but dedicated to Him her will, her 
thoughts, and her emotions. God’s gen- 
tleness had made her great (2 Sam. 22: 
36; 2 Cor. 2:14, 15). 

Ruth did not offer herself to Boaz as 
the. Philistine woman, for instance, 
-played upon. the heart of Samson.- Hers 
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must have been an unselfish love for the 
relative who had been kind to her and 
her family, and she wanted him to know 
that she had greater, deeper respect and 
affection for him than.for the younger 
men who worked in the field. The love 
of Boaz and Ruth was built upon their 
mutual love for an unseen, but very 
wonderful God (Ruth 2:4, 12; 3:10), 


What happens in the life of a modern 
girl when she accepts the true God as 
her own? (2 Cor. 5:17.) What changes 
take place in a Christian girl’s attitude 
toward her family? What changes take 
place in her associations with boy and 
girl friends? (1 Cor. 10:31.) Is your 
loyalty to Gog so sincere that others will 
want to know Him and love Him as you 
do? (Phil. 2:15, 16.) Do you want your 
friends to know your Saviour, too? (Acts 
15: 25, 26.) 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
A ceed and ning the conditions under which 
llustrations Gre accepted may be had from 
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llustrations must reach the Times three months 
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cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
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—— 2 _— readers are asked ‘to 
it the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Keep Me from Turning Back.—Intreat 
me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, 
I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God (Ruth 1: 
16, Golden Text). 

Keep me from turning back, 

My hand is on the plow, my faltering 

hand; 

But, all in front of me is untilled land— 

The wilderness and solitary place, 

The lonely desert with its interspace; | 

What harvest have I but this paltry grain, 

These dwindling husks, a handful of dry 

@ corn, 

These poor lean stalks? . 
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My courage is outworn; keep me from 


turning back. 
The handles of my plow, with tears are 
wet, 


The shares with rust are spoiled, 
And yet; and yet; my God; my God; 
Keep me from turning back. 
—From “Springs in the Valley.” Sent 
by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


True Love Will Not Leave.—Intreat 
me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee (Ruth 1:16, Golden 
Text). The story is told of a fine young 
Englishman who left his betrothed 
sweetheart. to go to California during 
the great gold rush. He was going to 
make a fortune and then send for her. 
He sent her his first gold nugget; but 
alas, there were none to follow, and soon 
he became not only poverty-stricken but 
ill. In noble sacrifice he decided to re- 
lease her from her promise, and wrote 


‘to tell her so. She (and one could al- 
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most believe her name were Ruth) -took 
the treasured nugget, had it made into 
a ring, engraved as a gift from her to 
him, with the additional. words, “Ruth 
1:16, 17.” In due time it reached the 
young man with its tender and inspir- 
ing. message, “Intreat "me not to leave 
thee,” and the assurance of her devotion 
until death—From the Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr; 
and L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


What Won Them.—Thy people shall 


be my people, and thy God my God 
(Ruth 1:16, Golden Text). From a mis- 
sion field comes this testimony: There 
were many of-us small boys in our vil- 
lage in the Belgian Congo. When the 
missionaries came, we listened to them, 
marveled at their gentleness, the things 
they had in their houses, the way they 
treated the sick, but we did not think 
of adopting their ways. One day a 
teacher whom we admired very much 
went down the river to meet his wife. 
We waited eagerly to see the new 
“Mama.” But when the canoe returned 
to our beach some time later, the teacher 
was alone. His wife had been taken 
ill on the stedmer from Leopoldville and 
had died before her husband: réached. 
her. So our teacher came back to. us 
alone, his heart filled with sadness. But 
he did not go into his house to weep 
and wail for weeks as did my people. 
He carried on his work, preaching to us 
at every opportunity, saying, “I have 
joy, because I have Christ.” We' no 
longer could be indifferent to the teach- 
ings of a man who in his deep personal 
sorrow showed that he had joy because 
he had Christ. We wanted to know his 
Christ. Later, six of my chums and I 
became inquirers and were baptized. 
And we learned that in trial and sorrow 
He was our joy, even Jesus—From the 
Secret Place. Sent by Nelson A. Jackso~, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. : 


“Is Any Thing Too Hard for the Lora?” 
—The Lord grant you that ye may find 
rest (Ruth 1:9). A consecrated school- 
teacher persuaded a tall, fine looking boy 
to study the 300 Bible verses necessary 
to attend our camp: ‘When he arrived, 
he had a rather disturbed and unsatisfied 
look, which was later explained as we 
learned that his teacher and his Chris- 
tian friends. in the Sunday school he 
attended had been praying for him. 
After several days, during which the 
camp leaders had been praying, he was 
gloriously saved and surrendered his life 
to his Lord. However, his troubles were 
not over, for he had an ungodly father 
and he dreaded the thought of confess- 
ing to this unregenerate parent that he 
had been -saved, for his father was an- 
tagonistic toward the things of the Lord 
and bluntly told his family to have noth- 
ing to do with “religion.” This: babe 
in Christ began his Christian experience 
by joining with the entire camp staff in 
prayer to God for his father. The im- 























Lesson for March 17 


possible things are possible with our 
God, for on Saturday the boy received 
a letter from his father stating in simple 
terms how a friend had invited him to 
attend an evangelistic meeting and there 
he had accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. The only joy to exceed 
the meeting of that father and son will 
be when they both stand in the pres- 
ence of the One who eternally saved 
them.—From Children’s Bible Mission 
Quarterly. Sent by Nelson A. Jackson, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. 


He Doth Not Willingly Afflict.—The 
hand of the Lord is gone out against me 
(Ruth 1:13). A little child of three was 
so ill that her parents feared she would 
die. The disease was so terrible that 
very severe treatment had to be used. 
The mother, anxious that the doctor’s 
orders should be carried out with great- 
est care, undertook the duty herself. 
When she had to put blisters upon the 
child the little one could not understand 
how her kind mother had become so 
cruel, and she looked up into her face and 
pleaded, “Oh, Mother! Mother! Annie’s 
good! Annie’s good!” The mother could 
not stop the treatment, but every time she 
applied the remedy she whispered in the 
ear of her darling words of comfort and 
of love. So God deals with His afflicted 
children—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Telestopes——And they lifted up their 
voice, and wept again (Ruth 1:14). Tears 
are sometimes telescopes with which the 
other worlds are viewed. Aching hearts 
feel their helplessness and then call on 
God for the comfort that is not within 
reach. They see visions, have revela- 
tions, and doors are opened, the key to 
which is forged out of some grief.— 
From Youth’s Instructor. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for the examples 
of faith that are given to us in Thy Word. 
We thank Thee for the clearness of de- 
cision with which so many have taken 
their stand for Thee and have turned 
away from that which might otherwise 
have held them. And we pray that in 
our own conduct of life we may be faith- 
ful in loyalty to those whom we love 
among our earthly friends. May we 
hold true to the principles of friendship. 
May we realize the need for standing 
by those who need our love and our 
care. And may we in so doing follow 
after Thee, our Father, in faithfulness 
unto the end. We ask this in the name 
of our loving and faithful Lord. Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—Every time we 
study the Book of Ruth we are newly 
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impressed with the important place of 
true friendship-love.. Ruth and Naomi 
will ever be examples of friendship. And 
not only did Ruth show her loyalty to 
her mother-in-law, but her faithfulness 
to God to the very end. There are so 
many light and trivial ties today among 


‘so-called friends that are so easily 


broken! Let us be thankful that there 
is such a thing today, and many glori- 
ous examples of it, as that friendship be- 
tween Ruth and Naomi and the faith 
that led through that friendship to God. 
Let us give more importance in our own 
lives to the vital place that real friend- 
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ship ought to have. Being a friend is 
more important than having a friend. 
What’ we can do for others is far more 
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to be taken into agcount than what they 
can do for us. Have we considered our 
friendships in that light, as opportunities 
for showing what we are glad to do for 
our friends, and not for seeking what 
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they can do for us? Shall we ask the 

Lord today to help us to be loyal to Him 

at every turn of the way? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. we 


World-Wide Missionary 
Broadcasting 
(Continued from page 179) « 


hearts that are so often steeped in the 
binding traditions of a dead system of 
worship. 

Today, prospered by the Lord in its 
holy objective of “Heralding Christ 
Jesus’ Blessings” and to reach the regions 
beyond by radio, HCJB is using its own 
six transmitters to preach Christ many 
hours daily, in fourteen languages all 
told. Over six hundred Gospel programs 
go out each month, in addition to many 
cultural and educational broadcasts. 
There are no commercial broadcasts, al- 
though there are some sponsored Gospel 
programs. In the main, the station de- 
pends upon the prayers and gifts of 
God’s stewards to sustain it. As an in- 
dependent faith enterprise, “The Voice 
of the Andes” is guided in its operations 
by its co-directors, Clarence W. Jones 
and Reuben E. Larson. Aiding them are 
the trustees and the Home Advisory 
Council composed of thirty outstanding 
Christian leaders and laymen in the 
U. S., Canada, and England. Its staff 
of thirty foreign missionaries, especially 
prepared along technical, program, and 
administrative lines, are thoroughly de- 
voted to the cause of soul-winning. Some 
seventy Ecuadoreans provide local help 
in the musical, announcing, studio con- 
trol, and other departments. That these 
years of growth and blessing have been 
the doing of the Lord is the firm heart 
conviction of all those connected with 
the World Radio Missionary Fellowship, 
which is the non-profit organization in- 
corporated both in the U. S. and Ecua- 
dor to operate HCJB and held its prop- 
erties. 

The “Radio Missionary Log” and the 
“Foreign Missionary Radio” are two pub- 
lications of the W.R.M-F. containing in- 
formation concerning missionary broad- 
casting at HCJB and elsewhere, which 
are sent free to all interested Christians 
and missionary leaders. These may 
be had by addressing “The Voice of the 
Andes,” 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, 
N. Y. Financial reports prepared regu- 
larly acquaint those who invest in this 
far-reaching ministry of God’s provision 
for daily expanding needs. In Ecuador, 
a new Gospel sound bus, fully equipped 
with a portable transmitter, public ad- 
dress system, movie machine, clinic, and 
the like, will soon be on the roads to 
supplement the studio ministry of HCJB 
from Quito. Thus also on the “highways 
and byways” radio is reaching the lost. 

What about the future of missionary 
broadcasting? Foreseeing that after the 
war the air would be a still greater 
frontier of missionary advance, the 
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HCJB officers authorized a complete sur- 
vey of religious broadcasting in . Latin 
America. To complete the survey nearly 
five months of plane travel were re- 
quired through twenty countries where 
scores of evangelical missionaries were 
visited and interviewed. Many are on 
the air; others long to use radio. The 
whole picture is a promising one. A 
report of the survey in detail may be 
had by sending a request to the address 
above. Suffice to say here that one of the 
greatest challenges to the church of 
Jesus Christ today is to take to the air 
in the foreign field by radio and aviation. 
Thus will all other missionary endeavor 
be expedited and enemy resistance 
ploughed up and the Word sown in un- 
precedented measure. 

Missionaries can be blocked from en- 
tering a field by unsympathetic officials, 
but, like David of old, the radio mis- 
sionary finds: “By thee have I run 
through a troop, and by my God have 
I leaped over a wall.” There are about 
twelve hundred Gospel programs now 
being broadcast in Latin America each 
month. Half of these are in the pre- 
carious position of being pushed off the 
air, if the opposition becomes too power- 
ful, as it often does. More stations like 
HCJB .are. needed, owned and operated 
by the missionaries. Contracts and 
broadcast licenses must be arranged with 
governments like the twenty-five-year 
broadcast license given HCJB by Ecua- 
dor. Workers must be found to man 
these stations, and consecrated Christian 
money to erect them and maintain them. 


This thing of missionary broadcasting 
reaching out to the thousands, yea, the 
millions on the foreign field with the 
Gospel, is no idle dream. What has been 
done. at- Quito and elsewhere can be 
done by others, if our leaders and peo- 
‘ple with sufficient vision and courage 
will aceept the challenge afforded us 
by the -open air. Many land doors are 
closed, but the air frontier is open. Will 
we invade it and occupy it “till he 
come”? Station HCJB, in line with this 
ever-increasing challenge, is forging 
ahead with plans calling for more sta- 
tions in- Quito, special beam antennas, 
and other improvements necessary to 
keep the Gospel abreast of a fast-rmeving 
radio world. In Ecuador there are now 
around thirty thousand receivers; in all 
Latin America nearly six million with a 
reported postwar pent up demand for 
three million more radios! Who will 
give these listeners the Gospel? 


It will take $62,000, it is estimated, to 
carry out the expansion plans for a 
greater HCJB over the next five years. 
For only $1,000 a month over present 
operating costs HCJB can go ahead, with 
the “green light” signaled from heaven, 
to reach out with a louder, clearer “voice” 
for Him, to be heard more frequently 
and by increasing thousands of lis- 
teners. Here is a matter for prayer and 
action by those upon whose hearts the 
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Lord may lay the cause of missionary 
broadcasting. 

To hélp provide much needed listen- 
ing facilities for the great masses of 
poorer people, a Christian manufacturer 
is exploring the possibilities of mass 
production of a cheap, small receiver. 
Something must be done along this line, 
and again prayer help is needed that 
the project may succeed. China, India, 
Africa, and Eur must have their own 
high-powered 1 radio stations. 
Some societies are working on this pro- 
ject; may the Lord raise up others to 
start something in missionary broadcast- 
ing that will back up all other mission- 
ary endeavor, and defeat the Devil in 
the very domain he has usurped — the 
air ! 

One of the greatest investments of 
Christian time, talent, and money today 
is to be found in missionary broadcast- 
ing. “Faith cometh by hearing; and 
hearing by the. word of God.” We must 
let the multitudes of our generation hear 
the Gospel. We can if we will! Christ 
has provided the message and the 
methods, but we must act to use them. 
May He help us to do so for His glory. 

New Yor«k Crry. 
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Synagogues, Ancient and 
Modern - 


(Continued from second page) 


and depth be appreciated. The Christian 
contends that Jesus is the center of the 
world’s history. Let us reduce this per- 
ceptibly—one of the centers, unques- 
tionably. And so also is the New Testa- 
ment one of the central books of the 
world. How can we ignore it?” 

To the’ question why the Gospels 
should tell the same story four different 
times, he gives the reply ‘in what is ap- 
parently a cryptic acknowledgment of 
the supernatural greatness of the Gos- 
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pel story, “To this there are four thou- 
sand answérs.” Then he continues: 

“This method of retelling the same 
story in several versions, and’ then 
bringing them together in one book, is 
quite familiar to’us Jews. It was not 
less familiar to the writers of the four 
«& Gospels.” 

To his version of the New Testament 
Dr. Einspruch has now added a Chris- 
tian hymnal in Yiddish and English — 
100 hymns with the Boeglish under the 
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music and the Yiddish on the opposite 
page. These translations of our familiar 
hymns into Yiddish have cost Mr. Eins- 
pruch years of labor, and he himself has 
set them up in type. 

The book is entitled “Hymns of Faith” 
—faith in Christ, faith in His coming 
again, faith in the forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation of Israel by their great Elder 
Brother, their Joseph. “When our éyes 
shall see the face and the glory of the 
King” is sung to the melody of the Zion- 
ists’ National Hymn. A number of Jew- 
ish folk songs and synagogical chants 
are also put to Christian words. 

It is intended for missions to Jews and 
is the only one of its kind in existence. 
There are twenty readings, English on 
the left page, Yiddish on the right, taken 
from both Old and New Testaments and 
mingled in a novel and moving way. 

This hymnal will have a blessed 
future. It will comfort and fortity He- 
brew-Christians. It will delight young 
people, and will open the hearts of those 
who have not passed from the Old Cove- 
nant to the New. It is a new step in 
the giving of Christ to Israel. 
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2. The Obligations of My Faith 
(Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:57-62; 10:1-4, 9-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa) 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N OUR consideration, last week, of 

the first part of a series of four topics 
on “My Christian Faith,” we saw some- 
thing of what Christianity means, or 
should méan, to each of us. Every bless- 
ing and privilege that comes to us 
through our Christian faith carries with 
it some définite obligation or responsi- 
bility. The gift of physical ‘ife and 
health places upon us the obligation to 
nurture them and care for them and to 
use them wisely. Just so, the revelation 
of God as our loving Father and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
and life is not something that we can 
store away in the back of our heads and 
do nothing about. The very fact that 
we know these things, that we have come 
in contact with God’s revelation of Him- 
self in the Scriptures, obligates us to do 
something about it. The word “obliga- 
tion” comes from a Latin root, ligare, 
which means “to bind.” If we have a 
knowledge of God, of the Lord Jesus, 
and of the Scriptures we are bound, in 
the sight of God, to a definite course of 
action concerning this knowledge. 


It may help us to divide the opligations 
of our Christian faith into four principal 
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groups: (1)°our obligation to follow 
Christ; (2) our obligation to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Christ; 
(3) our obligation to witness; (4) our 
obligation of stewardship to Christ. Unt 
der each of these four headings we shall 
endeavor to see three specific responsi- 
bilities. Perhaps there are others you 
will think of, but the ones suggested 
may form a good basis for discussion in 
this week’s prayer meeting. 
Se 

Under our obligation to follow Christ, 
we must: place first our responsibility 
to take up our cross (Matt. 16:24). The 
cross in the life of a Christian always 
speaks of death — death to self, to self- 
plans, self-ambitions, and self-effort. Un- 
til we are willing and glad to say, “Not 
my will, but Thine,” we can never truly 
follow Christ. 

Next, we should see our responsibility 
for Christlikeness. The Lord Jesus said 
that as the Father had sent Him into the 
world even so He was sending His dis- 
ciples (John 17:18). He told them that 
He was the light of the world (John 9: 
5), but He also told them that they were 
the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). The 
world today has no way of é#eeing the 
Lord Jesus except in the lives of those 
who follow Him. It is a great responsi- 
bility for those of us who call ourselves 
Christians, and yet it is a responsibil- 
ity we can discharge through His en- 
abling and by His grace. 

Followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
have a responsibility to contend for the 
faith (Jude 3). You will remember that 
Paul urged Timothy to be a “good sol- 
dier” of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). We 
have a great Adversary and he has many 
strong and skillful agents. If we are 
to follow Christ, we have the obligation 
to stand fast, clothed in the armor that 
He provides, and wielding the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God 
(Eph. 6:11-17). 

* 

Our obligation to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ may be dis- 
charged through three principal chan- 
nels — through prayer, through study of 
God’s Word, and through meditation. 
Prayer keeps open the channel through 
which the life-giving stream from above 
flows through us. It brings us guidance, 
strength, and assurance. The study of 
God’s Word causes us to grow in our 
knowledge of Him. We learn there of 
His will, of His goodness, of His mercy, 
and of His dealings with believers down 
through the ages. Meditation gives us 
the opportunity to chew and digest our 
spiritual food, and to profit by what we 
read, and'by what God says to us through 
prayers 

“ 

Qur obligation to witness for Christ 
may be discharged through three prin- 
cipal Christian activities. One certainly 
is church attendance, through which we 
take advantage of the appointed means 
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of grace. While our church attendance 
should make a definite contribution to 
our own spiritual life and growth, it is 
also a means of witnessing to others 
that we love the rd Jesus and are 
seeking to serve Him. 

Nevertheless, church attendance is not 
enough. If we are to discharge fully our 
obligation to witness for Christ, we shall 
want to witness also through some of 
the various forms of Christian service, 
such as teaching in the Sunday school, 
caring for the various duties in connec- 
tion with the upkeep of a church or 
Sunday school, work in the young peo- 
ple’s society, visiting the sick, helping 
to care for the needy, and other simple 
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but none the less effective forms of 
service that tell others we love Christ. 

However, if we are to discharge fully 
our obligation to witness for Christ, we 
shall want to be on the job of personally 
winning others to Him. We may not 
have the opportunity to teach or preach, 
but each one of us can speak to those 
with whom we work, or who sit beside 
us in school, or whom we meet at play. 
We can in a very simple and unpreten- 
tious way tell them what the Lord Jesus 
means to us and invite them to come 
with us to hear more about Him. We 
hear very little in the New Testament 
about Andrew, but we do learn that he 
brought his brother, Peter, to Christ, 
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and we hear very much about Peter 

and his faithful service. We cannot all 

be Peters, but we can all be Andrews. 
se 

Finally, our obligation of stewardship 
to Christ may be seen in our steward- 
ship of time, our stewardship of money, 
and our stewardship of strength. Per- 
haps many of us who are still going to 
school may not have very much money 
to give for the spread of the Gospel, 
but all of us have some time and some 
strength. We are not our own, we are 
bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20). Just 
how much of the twenty-four hours in 
every day do you give to Christ? If 
we are honest, many of us will be 
ashamed to admit how little time we 
really devote to the things of Christ. 

You will remember that when Christ 
showed His disciples the great fields that 
were plenteous with harvest, He urged 
them to pray to the Lord of the har- 
vest that He might send forth laborers 
into His harvest (Matt. 9:38). How 
often do you do this? 

Do you know what it really means to 
be physically tired through service for 
Christ? Oh, we can wear ourselves out 
in almost every other way—and think 
little of it. We will spend time on a 
basketball floor, on the football field, 
or in having a good time in some other 
way, until we can hardly put one foot 
in front of the other. But if someone 
asks us to do something for our young 
people’s society, or for our Sunday 
school or church, that involves real ef- 
fort, how concerned about our health 
we become at once. 

Let us learn to look at these obliga- 
tions of our Christian faith through 
the right end of the telescope. Most of 
us are tempted to figure out how little 
we can possibly do and still get along in 
the Christian life. Paul said, you will 
remember, “Necessity is Iaid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). Let us think of 
these Christian obligations in that light, 
not seeking to do as little as possible, 
but concerned lest we do not enough 
for the One who gave Himself for us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 


Rahmate Loses o Testh 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


AHMATE wiggled her front teeth, 
one after another; that is, she tried 
to wiggle them. But the teeth were 
just as firmly fixed in her gum as ever; 
they had no notion of loosening. Rah- 
mate sighed. She did so want one tooth 
to fall out. 
You see, it was this way. In the vil- 
lage in India which Rahmate calls home, 
birthday parties are unknown. No cakes 
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with candles, no attractively wrapped 
gifts, no singing “Happy Birthday to 
You!” in Rahmate’s village. No one 
ever pays any attention to birthdays, 
for no one thinks of remembering on 
just what day of the calendar anybody 
was born. In fact, no one hds a cal- 
endar! You can easily see, then, that 
no one knows just how old anyone is. 
Rahmate looked as if she were about 
six years old, and of course six years 
is a good time to start to school, but 
when the Miss Sahiba visited Rahmate’s 
village last summer, she said, “When 
Rahmate’s teeth begin to fall out, then 
it will be time to send her .to school.” 
Everyone knows that children’s teeth 
begin to loosen about the time they start 
to school; at least they do in India. 

You can see, then, too, why it was 
Rahmate sighed when she found not one 
tooth would wiggle the least bit. She 
did so want to go to school, to the girls’ 
boarding school in the city, where the 
Miss: Sahiba lived. Her cousin Ulfat 
had been in boarding school for two 
years, and when she came home for 
vacation she told Rahenate show the 
school. 

“I crie@ at first,” she ane Rahmate, 
“because I was the only. girl from our 
village, and I didn’t know anyone. But 
now I know all the girls, and we have 
such good times together !” 

“Tll not cry,” said Rahmate. Indeed, 
“she almost cried. when Ulfat, two weeks 


* ago, went off to school and left her be- 


hind, just because ‘those teeth wouldn’t 
loosen. Her father had said, “Be patient, 
little one. When your first tooth falls 
out, then you can go to school.” 

Her mother called her.. “Rahmate,” 
she said, “get some water from the well.” 

Rahmate picked up a big earthenware 
water jar and swung it up on her head. 
Out of the courtyard, down the narrow, 
dusty village streets she carried it. Sev- 
eral ugly buffaloes, being driven to the 
fields to work, blocked her path, and 
she had to hug the mud walls of the 
houses to let them past. Finally she 
reached the well. Several other girls 
were there before her. 

“The pastor has sent word that the 
Bible school is coming to our village,” 
said one. 

“Oh, good!” said Rahmate. She re- 
membered when the Bible school was 
there last year. The white missionaries, 
Bible women, and evangelists came with 
tents, one extra big tent where the meet- 
ings were held. People from all the near 
villages came, singing as they came, 
happy because for a week they would 
be at the Bible school, meeting Chris- 
tian friends old and new, and learning 
more of God’s Word. 

Full of water, the big water jar was 
much heavier. Balancing it on her hip, 
Rahmate went home through the dirty 
alleys. 

“The Bible school is coming!” she told 
her mother. 
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* “When?” asked her mother. 

“Soon !” answered Rahmate, happily. 

Sure enough, in a few days the tents 
arrived, after dark. Early the next 
morning the occupants of the tents be- 
came aware of dark eyes peering 
through the tiny windows, grimy hands 
difting the door flap, as curiosity to see the 
strangers overcame shyness and fear. 
Finally one of the missionaries opened 
the tent door and looked out. There 
was a crowd of children, many carrying 
baby brothers and sisters astride their 
hips, all eager to see what the strangers 
looked like, and what they were doing. 
Rahmate, breathless from running across 
the fields, joined the crowd. 

“How many of you are Christians?” 
asked the missionary. 

“We are Mohammedans,” answered 
most of the children. A few said, “We 
are Hindus.” 

Rahmate had had time to get her 
breath. “I am Rahmate,” she said, “and 
a Christian.” 

“Then you know why we have come 
to your village. We are going to have 
classes every day, where people, big and 
little, can learn stories from God’s Word, 
and many beautiful songs.” 

“Sing now,” said the children. 

“Perhaps Rahmate can tell us a Bible 
story first,” suggested the missionary. 
“Rahmate, what can you tell us?” 

Rahmate was shy, but she did know 
some of the Bible stories very well. Only 
recently the pastor had taught her one 
about Jesus’ dying and being placed in 
a tomb, then the third day rising from 
the dead. Now, with some help, Rah- 
mate told this story. 

“You see,” said the missionary to the 


others, “the One we. worship is a liv-, 


ing God. Now, Rahmate, you stand here 
beside me, and we shall sing about Jesus’ 
being alive.” Rahmate stood very 
straight and proud, as she and the mis- 
sionary sang: 

“He lives, He lives, 

Our Lord, Christ Jesus, lives !” 

Soon other children — Mohammedans, 
who worshiped Mohammed the false 
prophet, and Hindus, who bowed down 
to idols of wood and stone — were sing- 
ing with Rahmate: 

“He lives, He lives, 
Our Lord, Christ Jesus, lives !” 

They perhaps did not know the mean- 
ing of the words, but the name of Jesus 
would stay in their minds a long time. 
Indeed, as it turned out, although the 
Bible school was supposed to be mostly 
for the Christians, every day in the 
classes were found some other children, 
Mohammedans and Hindus, who heard 
more about the Lord Jesus, 

It was a happy week for Rahmate. 
She was sorry to see the tents taken 
down. 

“Next year, you’ll prébably not be in 
the Bible school,” said the missionary. 
“You'll be in boarding school then.” 
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“When my tooth comes out, the very 
first one, then I’m going,” said Rahmate. 


It is dull work, however, just waiting 
to lose a tooth,: and Rahmate found 
plenty to do each day. Soon she forgot 
all about her tooth. Each morning her 
mother would go into the homes of the 
richer people, to clean their houses, 


“Rahmate,” shé would say, “take good 
care of your baby brother, and be sure 
to lock the’ door when you leave the 
house.” 


Rahmate’s grandfather and father 
went to the fields long before her mother 
went to work. Then Rahmate would 
take her baby brother, lock the door 
with a huge key, tie the key in a corner 
of her head scarf, and go out to play 
with other little girls who were left 
with their smaller brothers or sisters 
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pel story, “To this there are four thou- 
sand answérs.” Then he continues: 

“This method of retelling the same 
story in several versions, and’ then 
bringing them together in one book, is 
quite familiar to’ us Jews. It was not 
less familiar to the writers of the four 
Gospels.” 

To his version of the New Testament 
Dr. Einspruch has now added a Chris- 
tian hymnal in Yiddish and English — 
100 hymns with the Bneglish under the 
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music and the Yiddish on the opposite 
page. These translations of our familiar 
hymns into Yiddish have cost Mr. Eins- 
pruch years of labor, and he himself has 
set them up in type. 

The book is entitled “Hymns of Faith” 
—faith in Christ,’ faith in His coming 
again, faith in the forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation of Israel by their great Elder 
Brother, their Joseph. “When our éyes 
shall see the face and the giory of the 
King” is sung to the melody of the Zion- 
ists’ National Hymn. A number of Jew- 
ish folk songs and synagogical chants 
are also put to Christian words. 

It is intended for missions to Jews and 
is the only one of its kind in existence. 
There are twenty readings, English on 
the left page, Yiddish on the right, taken 
from both Old and New Testaments and 
mingled in a novel and moving way. 

This hymnal will have a blessed 
future. It will comfort and fortity He- 
brew-Christians. It will delight young 
people, and will open the hearts of those 
who have not passed from the Old Cove- 
nant to the New. It is a new step in 
the giving of Christ to Israel. 


we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





2. The Obligations of My Faith 
(Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:57-62; 10:1-4, 9-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa) 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N OUR consideration, last week, of 

the first part of a series of four topics 
on “My Christian Faith,” we saw some- 
thing of what Christianity means, or 
should méan, to each of us. Every bless- 
ing and privilege that comes to us 
through our Christian faith carries with 
it some définite obligation or responsi- 
bility. The gift of physical life and 
health places upon us the obligation to 
nurture them and care for them and to 
use them wisely. Just so, the revelation 
of God as our loving Father and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
and life is not something that we can 
store away in the back of our heads and 
do nothing about. The very fact that 
we know these things, that we have come 
in contact with God’s revelation of Him- 
self in the Scriptures, obligates us to do 
something about it. The word “obliga- 
tion” comes from a Latin root, ligare, 
which means “to bind.” If we have a 
knowledge of God, of the Lord Jesus, 
and of the Scriptures we are bound, in 
the sight of God, to a definite course of 
action concerning this knowledge. 


It may help us to divide the obligations 
of our Christian faith into four principal 
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groups: (1)° our obligation to follow 
Christ; (2) our obligation to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Christ; 
(3) our obligation to witness; (4) our 
obligation of stewardship to Christ. Unt 
der each of these four headings we shall 
endeavor to see three specific responsi- 
bilities. Perhaps there are others you 
will think of, but the ones suggested 
may form a good basis for discussion in 
this week’s prayer meeting. 
pd 

Under our obligation to follow Christ, 
we must: place first our responsibility 
to take up our cross (Matt. 16:24), The 
cross in the life of a Christian always 
speaks of death — death to self, to self- 
plans, self-ambitions, and self-effort. Un- 
til we are willing and glad to say, “Not 
my will, but Thine,” we can never truly 
follow Christ. 

Next, we should see our responsibility 
for Christlikeness. The Lord Jesus said 
that as the Father had sent Him into the 
world even so He was sending His dis- 
ciples (John 17:18). He told them that 
He was the light of the world (John 9: 
5), but He also told them that they were 
the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). The 
world today has no way of #eeing the 
Lord Jesus except in the lives of those 
who follow Him. It is a great responsi- 
bility for those of us who call ourselves 
Christians, and yet it is a responsibil- 
ity we can discharge through His en- 
abling and by His grace. ; 

Followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
have a responsibility to contend for the 
faith (Jude 3). You will remember that 
Paul urged Timothy to be a “good sol- 
dier” of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). We 
have a great Adversary and he has many 
strong and skillful agents. If we are 
to follow Christ, we have the obligation 
to stand fast, clothed in the armor that 
He provides, and wielding the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God 
(Eph. 6:11-17). 

ve 


Our obligation to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ may be dis- 
charged through three principal chan- 
nels — through prayer, through study of 
God’s Word, and through meditation. 
Prayer keeps open the channel through 
which the life-giving stream from above 
flows through us. It brings us guidance, 
strength, and assurance. The study of 
God’s Word causes us to grow in our 
knowledge of Him. We learn there of 
His will, of His goodness, of His mercy, 
and of His dealings with believers down 
through the ages. Meditation gives us 
the opportunity to chew and digest our 
spiritual food, and to profit by what we 
read, and'by what God says to us through 
prayerp 
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Our obligation to witness for Christ 
may be discharged through three prin- 
cipal Christian activities. One certainly 
is church attendance, through which we 
take advantage of the appointed means 
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of grace. While our church attendance 
should make a definite contribution to 
our own spiritual life and growth, it is 
also a means of witnessing to others 
that we love the rd Jesus and are 
seeking to serve Him. 

Nevertheless, church attendance is not 
enough. If we are to discharge fully our 
obligation to witness for Christ, we shall 
want to witness also through some of 
the various forms of Christian service, 
such as teaching in the Sunday school, 
caring for the various duties in connec- 
tion with the upkeep of a church or 
Sunday school, work in the young peo- 
ple’s society, visiting the sick, helping 
to care for the needy, and other simple 
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but none the less effective forms of 
service that tell others we love Christ. 
However, if we are to discharge fully 
our obligation to witness for Christ, we 
shall want to be on the job of personally 
winning others to Him. We may not 
have the opportunity to teach or preach, 
but each one of us can speak to those 
with whom we work, or who sit beside 
us in school, or whom we meet at play. 
We can in a very simple and unpreten- 
tious way tell them what the Lord Jesus» 
means to us and invite them to come 
with us to hear more about Him. We 
hear very little in the New Testament 
about Andrew, but we do learn that he 
brought his brother, Peter, to Christ, 








the facilities are limited. 


physical salvation. 


people? 
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and we hear very much about Peter 

and his faithful service. We cannot all 

be Peters, but we can all be Andrews. 
se 

Finally, our obligation of stewardship 
to Christ may be seen in our steward- 
ship of time, our stewardship of money, 
and our stewardship of strength. Per- 
haps many of us who are still going to 
school may not have very much money 
to give for the spread of the Gospel, 
but all of us have some time and some 
strength. We are not our own, we are 
bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20). Just 
how much of the twenty-four hours in 
every day do you give to Christ? If 
we are honest, many of us will be 
ashamed to admit how little time we 
really devote to the things of Christ. 

You will remember that when Christ 
showed His disciples the great fields that 
were plenteous with harvest, He urged 
them to pray to the Lord of the har- 
vest that He might send forth laborers 
into His harvest (Matt. 9:38). How 
often do you do this? 

Do you know what it really means to 
be physically tired through service for 
Christ? Oh, we can wear ourselves out 
in almost every other way—and think 
little of it. We will spend time on a 
basketball floor, on the football field, 
or in having a good time in some other 
way, until we can hardly put one foot 
in front of the other. But if someone 
asks us to do something for our young 
people’s society, or for our Sunday 
school or church, that involves real ef- 
fort, how concerned about our health 
we become at once. 

Let us learn to look at these obliga- 
tions of our Christian faith through 
the right end of the telescope. Most of 
us are tempted to figure out how little 
we can possibly do and still get along in 
the Christian life. Paul said, you will 
remember, “Necessity is Iaid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). Let us think of 
these Christian obligations in that light, 
not seeking to do as little as possible, 
but concerned lest we do not enough 
for the One who gave Himself for us. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 


Rabmate Loses @ Tooth 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


AHMATE wiggled her front teeth, 
one aftér another; that is, she tried 
to wiggle them. But the teeth were 
just as firmly fixed in her gum as ever; 
they had no notion of loosening. Rah- 
mate sighed. She did so want one tooth 
to fall out. 
You see, it was this way. In the vil- 
lage in India which Rahmate calls home, 
birthday parties are unknown. No cakes 
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with candles, no attractively wrapped 
gifts, no singing “Happy Birthday to 
You!” in Rahmate’s village. No one 
ever pays any attention to birthdays, 
for no one thinks of remembering on 
just what day of the calendar anybody 
was born. In fact, no one hds a cal- 
endar! You can easily see, then, that 
no one knows just how old anyone is. 
Rahmate looked as if she were about 
six years old, and of course six years 
is a good time to start to school, but 
when the Miss Sahiba visited Rahmate’s 
village last summer, she said, “When 
Rahmate’s teeth begin to fall out, then 
it will be time to send her .to school.” 
Everyone knows that children’s teeth 
begin to loosen about the time they start 
to school; at least they do in India. 

You can see, then, too, why it was 
Rahmate sighed when she found not one 
tooth would wiggle the least bit. She 
did so waht to go to school, to the girls’ 
boarding school in the city, where the 
Miss Sahiba lived. Her cousin’ Ulfat 
had been in boarding school for two 
years, and when she came home for 
vacation she told Renate about the 
school. 

“I crie@ at first,” she pe Rahmate, 
“because I was the only. girl from our 
village, and I didn’t know anyone. But 
now I know all the girls, and we have 
such good times together !” 

“Tl not cry,” said Rahmate. Indeed, 
“she almost cried when Ulfat, two weeks 


* ago, went off to school and left her be- 


hind, just because those teeth wouldn’t 
loosen. Her father had said, “Be patient, 
little one. When your first tooth falls 
out, then you can go to school.” 

Her mother called her.. “Rahmate,” 
she said, “get some water from the well.” 

Rahmate picked up a big earthenware 
water jar and swung it up on her head. 
Out of the courtyard, down the narrow, 
dusty village streets she carried it. Sev- 
eral ugly buffaloes, being driven to the 
fields to work, blocked her path, and 
she had to hug the mud walls of the 
hyuses to let them past. Finally she 
reached the well. Several other girls 
were there before her. 

“The pastor has sent word that the 
Bible school is coming to our village,” 
said one. 

“Oh, good!” said Rahmate. She re- 
membered when the Bible school was 
there last year. The white missionaries, 
Bible women, and evangelists came with 
tents, one extra big tent where the meet- 
ings were held. People from all the near 
villages came, singing as they came, 
happy because for a week they would 
be at the Bible school, meeting Chris- 
tian friends old and new, and learning 
more of God’s Word. 

Full of water, the big water jar was 
much heavier. Balancing it on her hip, 
Rahmate went home through the dirty 
alleys. 

“The Bible school is coming !” she told 
her mother. 
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“When?” asked her mother. 

“Soon !” answered Rahmate, happily. 

Sure enough, in a few days the tents 
arrived, after dark. Early the next 
morning the occupants of the tents be- 
came aware of dark eyes peering 
through the tiny windows, grimy hands 
difting the door flap, as curiosity to see the 
strangers overcame shyness and fear. 
Finally one of the missionaries opened 
the tent door and looked out. There 
was a crowd of children, many carrying 
baby brothers and sisters astride their 
hips, all eager to see what the strangers 
looked like, and what they were doing. 
Rahmate, breathless from running across 
the fields, joined the crowd. 

“How many of you are Christians?” 
asked the missionary. 

“We are Mohammedans,” answered 
most of the children. A few said, “We 
are Hindus.” 

Rahmate had had time to get her 
breath. “I am Rahmate,” she said, “and 
a Christian.” 

“Then you know why we have come 
to your village. We are going to have 
classes every day, where people, big and 
little, can learn stories from God’s Word, 
and many beautiful songs.” 

“Sing now,” said the children. 

“Perhaps Rahmate can tell us a Bible 
story first,” suggested the missionary. 
“Rahmate, what can you tell us?” 

Rahmate was shy, but she did know 
some of the Bible stories very well. Only 
recently the pastor had taught her one 
about Jesus’ dying and being placed in 
a tomb, then the third day rising from 
the dead. Now, with some help, Rah- 
mate told this story. 

“You see,” said the missionary to the 


others, “the One we. worship is a liv-. 


ing God. Now, Rahmate, you stand here 
beside me, and we shall sing about Jesus’ 
being alive.” Rahmate stood very 
straight and proud, as she and the mis- 
sionary sang: 

“He lives, He lives, 

Our Lord, Christ Jesus, lives !” 

Soon other children — Mohammedans, 

who worshiped Mohammed the false 
prophet, and Hindus, who bowed down 
to idols of wood and stone — were sing- 
ing with Rahmate: 

“He lives, He lives, 

Our Lord, Christ Jesus, lives !” 


They perhaps did not know the mean- 
ing of the words, but ‘the name of Jesus 
would stay in their minds a long time. 
Indeed, as it turned out, although the 
Bible school was supposed to be mostly 
for the Christians, every day in the 
classes were found some other children, 
Mohammedans and Hindus, who heard 
more about the Lord Jesus, 

It was a happy week for Rahmate. 
She was sorry to see the tents taken 
down. 

“Next year, you’ll prébably not be in 
the Bible school,” said the missionary. 
“You'll be in boarding school then.” 
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“When my tooth comes out, the very 
first one, then I’m going,” said Rahmate. Books by 
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It is dull work, however, just waiting 
to lose a tooth,- ahd Rahmate found 
plenty to do each day. Soon she forgot 
all about her tooth. Each morning her 
mother would go into the homes of the 
richer people, to clean their houses, 

“Rahmate,” shé would say, “take good 
care of your baby brother, and be sure 
to lock the’ door when you leave the 
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went to the fields long before her mother 
went to work. Then Rahmate would 
take her baby brother, lock the door 
with a huge key, tie the key in a corner 
of her head scarf, and go out to play 
with other little girls who were left 
with their smaller brothers or sisters 
to care for. 


Sometimes she would say, “Let’s play 
Bible school.” Then the children would 
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sing, and tell the Bible stories they had 
learned. 

Winter passed, the long summer vaca- 
tion began, and Ulfat came home to tell 
new and wonderful stories about the 
school. Qne evening, just at the close 
of vacation, Rahmate was eating her sup- 
per—“chapaties” with hot peppery 
vegetables. Now “chapaties” are good, 
nourishing flat cakes ‘of bread, shaped 
like pancakes, but you can’t swallow 
them whole. You have to chew them 
well, Rahmate took a big, chewy bite, 
then suddenly stopped. Something surely 
had happened! She put two fingers into 
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her mouth and brought them out again 
— with a tooth! Was ever any child 
so happy over the loss of a tooth? 
“Hooray !” said Rahmate (or words to ° 
that effect). “Now I go to school!” 
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Easter in Your Sunday School 


T IS not too early to begin thinking 
about the program your Sunday 
school will use this coming Easter. Al- 
though Easter this year comes later than 
usual — April 21— the time for prepara- 
tion will soon slip away if you do not 
plan well in advance. 


Mary Brainerd Smith, a writer well 
known to SunpAY ScHoot TIMEs readers, 
has prepared a new Easter service en- 
titled, “Easter Rejoicing.” It is made up 
ot responsive readings from the Scrip- 
tures, special hymns to be used to fa- 
miliar tunes, verse recitations for the 
various departments, and the ike. This 
Easter service will not appear in the 
pages of THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times, but 
is made available in separate leaflet form 
for the convenience of TrmmeEs readers. 


Leaflets are now available, and the cost 
is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the 1946 Easter 
service. Please be sure, in making your 
remittance, to give your mailing address 
and state the number of copies you de- 
sire. 





How to Use Your Canceled 
Postage Stamps 
N UNUSUAL Gospel work is carried 
on in Arizona by the Rev. Oscar L. 
Smith, a distributor for the American 
Bible Society. Many Times readers have 
sent him old copies of the Times, which 
he has distributed, alorg with other 
Christian literature, in the migrant cot- 
ton camps, prisons, jails, Indian villages, 
hospitals, and mining camps. 

Mr. Smith now hopes to place two 
Bible school graduates in two of the 
largest migrant cotton camps. He writes 
that he is able to sell canceled postage 
stamps to a dealer in Louisiana and use 
the proceeds to help keep up his car, 
which has a public address system. This 
is a simple method of contributing 
toward a useful work. Stamps should be 
sent to the Rev. O. L. Smith, P. O. Box 
1388, Tucson, Ariz. 


“ 
Clothing for the Philippines 


HE Nisei Christian Fellowship, a 
group of young American Christians of 
Japanese ancestry, is ccllecting summer 
clothing for needy Christians in the 
Philippine Islands. It is planned to send 
and distribute the clothing through the 
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facilities of the Association of Baptists 
for World’ Evangelism. 


Clothing may be brought or mailed 
to the Nisei Christian Fellowship, 600 
Professional Building, 1831 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 3. 


Later, when the way opens for mis- 
sionaries to Japan to return, warm cloth- 
ing for Japanese Christians will be .col- 
lected and forwarded. 


With the New Books 


Martin Luther, the Formative Years. 
By Barend Klaas Kuiper. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.50.) As events pass in quick succes- 
sion, the reader follows Martin Luther 
through his schooling and amid intense 
spiritual experiences until, out of them, 
looms the leader‘of the Reformation. 
This volume is the second edition of a 
study of the first thirty-four years of 
Luther’s life, and is an abridgment of 
the former work. It traces the two 
stages in the development of the young 
reformer: first, his growth as a child 
of the age, learning its views about God, 
man, and the world; then, his breaking 
away from much that he had learned 
and arriving at entirely different views. 

The book is written in short, terse 
paragraphs, many of them little more 
than an average sentence in length. Thus, 
the action moves swiftly and one’s in- 
terest is retained. An excess of names, 
dates, and places is happily avoided. 





_.66 More Modern Parables. By John 
Henry Sargent. (W. A. Wilde Co., Bos- 
ton 16; $1.50.) Every Sunday morning 
before his sermon, the author of this 
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book gives a three-minute ‘sermonette 
to his Junior-Intermediate young peo- 
ple. Some of these messages are col- 
lected in this volume. Mr. Sargent: has 
us@d natural phenomena in the form of 
parables to illustrate the child’s rela- 
tionship to God and to his fellow men. 


These parables are simple, interesting, 
never far-fetched; and are, indeed, all 
that one can desire until the author 
reaches the application. But here the 
author fails to convey to the child the 
all-important fact that Christ is his own 
personal Saviour from sin. And not 
only is the child in need of a Saviour, 
but so also are his playmates. This vital 
message the author has utterly failed to 
portray. The child is very graphically 
taught that black men and white men 
are the same in the sight of God, but 
is not told that brotherhood among men 
can come only through mutual faith 
in Jesus Christ who died for ail men. 
The child is effectively warned against 
gossiping, anger, selfishness, and lying. 
In short, the child is taught all about 
the teachings of Jesus without ever be- 
ing taught that they, apart from His 
death, are insufficient. 


This collection of parables could prove 
very beneficial in the hands of a born- 
again Christian, who would know how 
to use them and draw a Biblical appli- 
cation from them. 


od 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 11 to 17 
Mon.—Ruth 1:3, 6, 7. 
Sorrow Relieved by Loyalty. 
PrayYer Succestions: “Thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God” 
(v. 16). God sweetens every bitter cup 
for His people. Sorrows result in good 
to the righteous. They work ill to 
workers of iniquity. Baxter says, “We 
shall bless God more for our troubles 
than for our comfortable times.” The 
trials of apostles and martyrs have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
Gospel. Sorrows will all be forgotten 
when we see the Lord. All our troubles 
will be left behind at-the pearly gates. 
Pray for Wings of Faith, 346 South Fer- 
ris Ave., Los Angeles 22. 


Tues.—Ruth 2:1-7. Working for Bread. 
Prayer Succestrons: “Let me now go 
to the field, and glean.” Good people 
never are happy in idleness. They want 
to do what they ought and will not eat 
another’s bread for nothing. Ruth had 
the right spirit, and showed her goodness 
in earning her own living and also in 
helping others. God, who ordained work, 
will bless your good work. Pray for 
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the Gospel Mission, 810 5th St., N.W., 
Washington 1, D. C. 


Wed.—Ruth 2:17-23. The Comfort of Kindness. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Blessed be he of 
the Lord, who hath not left off his kind- 
ness to the living and to the dead.” 
Kindness comforts the recipient and its 
giver. Remember needy friends. Do 
kindnesses in memory of departed Chris- 
tians. Give great comfort to sorrowing 
people, for this is pleasing to God. Pray 
for the Ramabai Mukti Mission, Box 415, 
Philadelphia 5. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 13:1-7. The Way of Goodness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Righteousness 
keepeth him that is upright in the way.” 
Only by righteousness can we do good. 
This is clear from Scripture, observa- 
tion, and experience. Words and deeds 
are to be judged by theif influence. When 
yours are tested by the Word of God 
and actual experience, are they found 
to be right or wrong? Righteousness 
advances goodness. Reckon your life by 
its effects. The trend of your life is an 
important matter. If you are good you 
will promote goodness. Pray for the 
Russian Missionary Service, 6325 Bur- 
bridge St., Philadelphia 44. 


Fri.—Ruth 4:1-6, Faithful to One’s Duty. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Boaz went up to 
the gate.” Boaz took his God-given re- 
sponsibilities in a worthy public manner. 
Faithful men who fear God are needed 
more than ever. Life is not an affair 
of one person, or family; it is the con- 

rn of many. Does the trend of your 
life influence people for good or ill? 
The man who is right in word and deed 
will be honored of God and men. Pray 
for the Dallas Theological Seminary, 
3901-3931 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4. 

Sat.—Ruth 4:7-12. Love and Faith Crowned. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “So Boaz took 
Ruth, and she was his wife”. (v. 13). God 
always*honors faith, hope, and love, for 
‘these are His gifts. We call them Chris- 
tian graces. God crowns those who ex- 
ercise them with blessing. The Book’ 
of Ruth (the greatest love story in the 
world) and the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians (the greatest love 
chapter in the world) show us how God 
honors love and faith. His blessing is 
open to all faithful Christians. Pray 
for the Carver Bible Institute, 3 Chest- 
nut St., S.W., Atlanta. 

Sun.—Proverbs 31:10-31. A Worthy Woman. 


Prayer Succestions: “A woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” 
A woman’s character is her passport to 
honor or dishonor. What she is cannot 
be hid from the eyes of people, and it 
is naked and open to the eyes of God. 
Feminine honor here is deceitful, and 
beauty is-vain; but a woman that fear- 
eth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give 
her the fruit of her hands, and let her 
own works praise her. Pray for the 
Lithuanian Missionary Society, P.O. Box 
488, Chicago 90. 
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THREE URGENT NEEDS 


IN MILITARY HOSPITALS: 


Our field workers are still laboring 
in the great military hospitals where 
our wounded heroes are being 
treated. These men have paid for 


our hard-won victory with their very her by 
life-blood. Surely they deserve all bens > so nary 
we can do to bring them comfort heir 7, 
and spiritual help. a 


IN HIGH SCHOOLS: 


Also, on the home front we face the 
growing menace of Juvenile Delin- 
quency. To meet this challenge, we - 
are holding special high school as- te 
sembly meetings, reaching the entire jf, ° 
student body. One of our Field 
Workers has obtained permission to 
address every high school in the 
State of Delaware. 

As a result of one of these high 
school assembly programs, a cam- 
paign of two weeks’ evangelistic 
meetings’ has been arranged in this 
community, endorsed by the local 
school authorities and ministers. 


AND NOW IN CHINA: 


We have a great missionary challenge to extend our ministry 
to the soldiers and Student Army of China. This has the 
official approval of General Shang Chen, Director of the 
Department of Military Affairs, Mr. Glenn W Wagner 1s 


now in Shanghai heading up this great work. 
Send contributions to. 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 





Enclosed fs $ 


a as my contribution to your g 
ministry of evangelism and Scripture distribution 1 
(0 In Chinese Army camps and colleges 

§ 6 In U.S. Military camps and hospitals | 

§ © In high school assembly meetings ' 

yO Send me your free illustrated Quarterly i 
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A new soul-winning edition of the Gospel of John in 
Chinese, emphasizing verses which show the way of salva- 
tron, has been prepared. The first edition 
of a quarter of a million copies 1s now 
ready for distribution! A second edition 
of a half million copies is needed um- 
mediately to continue this program. 


Would you like to have a share in this 


great ministry of evangelistic Scripture 
distribution ? 





G. W. WAGHER 


STATISTICS OF OUR WAR WORK 


5 teams, including 259,464 men in attendance, 
15 workers, visited * 168,262 Scriptures personally 
174 camps, conducting distnbuted, and 
1,572 meetuungs, with 20,014 decisions for Christ. 


*Also large quantities of Testaments and Gospels ship 
to chaplains direst from onr New York 
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